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Our Vision: We strive to live Jesus' charge to love  
one another and lead others to a growing relationship  

with God. 

On December 25, more Christians pause to acknowledge Jesus than on any other day of the 
year, even more than Easter.  Christmas dominates as a central holy day on our calendar.  We 
are drawn to and comfortable with the sweet image of a little baby wrapped in cloth and laid 
in the manger.  We are moved by the stories of the shepherds and magi coming to pay hom-
age to this child.  Yet, this time means so much more. 

As we prepare ourselves for Advent and enter this season of the Christmas Cycle (or season), I want to 
expose us to the thinking behind such a liturgical time.  Some may be aware of what this season is for us, 
yet many ask questions about the ideas behind the Advent/Christmas cycle. Let us embark on the exciting 
exploration of this season that is full of wonder and awe. 

The Advent/Christmas Cycle includes four weeks of Advent, twelve days of Christmas (thus the 
song), and ends with the Epiphany of the Lord.  The season of Ordinary Time creates bookends to 
this season.  Ordinary Time is a liturgical season marked by our doing the regular business of the 
church.  Our focus changes during the Advent/Christmas Cycle.  During Christmas we are called 
to go beyond our ordinary duties as followers of the good news.  This time is called “extra-
ordinary” because we add several key elements. Let’s ponder the elements we add. 

Advent is an exciting time as we prepare for the baby.  We prepare for “God in the flesh” – the incarna-
tion.  We prepare ourselves for God sending God’s son, Jesus, to become one of us, a human being with 
all the sameness of you and me.  Why would God send his Son? Because God sent God’s Son, we look 
forward to the Son’s future return when all will be made right. This takes us to Christmas Day. 

Christmas Day powerfully notes that Jesus was present in this world.  Jesus was born and sent by God to 
save us from the Dark One’s power.  Christmas is far more than a “Happy Birthday Jesus”!  Christmas’ 
central message is our salvation and the salvation of the world.  Christ came to save us from our sin – our 
selfish motives and self-centeredness.  Our salvation depends upon God sending his Son into this world 
and our messiah is Jesus the Christ.  God is relentlessly pursuing us and will not stop in God’s pursuit of 
a relationship with us.  We need an Epiphany. 

Epiphany is God’s sending us into the world to proclaim the good news.  We tell the world that Christ 
came into the world for humanity.  Epiphany follows the twelve days of Christmas.  Christmas is the en-
trance of the true Light into the world, and Epiphany is the showing forth of the true Light to the world.  
Jesus is the true Light to all nations, classes, peoples, and the whole world.  All are extended an invitation 
to the gathering of the New Israel in the New Jerusalem. 

During the Advent/Christmas Cycle let us remember all that God’s has done for the world.  Remember to 
be prepared for Christ’s eventual return. Remember that God is always present for us with the presence of 
the Holy Spirit. Remember we are sent to share God’s love with the world. Merry Christmas to all! 

Shalom, 

Edward Bellis, Pastor 



Class of 2022 
Wanda Bishop 
Gordon Coffman 
Elena Garcia 
Bob Hoschner 
Nick LoPresti 
Alberto Reyes 
Carlos Vasquez 
 

Class of 2023 
Tim Baldwin 
Chris Giesecke 
Christina Johnson 
Steve Norris 
Keith Schneider 
Hal Slusher 
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Class of 2022 
Norma Borkowski 
Mary Gisse 
Betty Serra 
Cheryl Wolbert 
 
 
 
 

Class of 2023 
Garlet Grenz 
Jim Sharpe 
Matilda Wilson 
Gale Wray 
 
Class of 2024 
Judy Hoschner 
Diana Santiago 
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  November 23rd, 2021 Session Meeting Recap 
   
On November 23, 2021, at 7PM, the Session of CLPC met in love, service, and thanksgiving to be doing the 
work of our Lord.  Meeting was held in Zoom format due to Pastor Bellis being in NC.  Following devotion 
and prayer by Tim Baldwin, the following business was conducted: 

 Agenda was approved with minor changes. 
 Minutes of Session meetings of October 26, 2021, and November 9, 2021, were approved with minor 

changes. 
 Received reports from Session Clerk Gordon Coffman, Pastor Eddie, Pastor Joel, CLPC Treasurer 

and Ministry Teams.  Informational item of interest 1359 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes was 
turned in, a new record for CLPC!  Thanks to sponsors Tim and Linda Baldwin and all who support-
ed by donations, collection and packing of boxes. 

 Received as new member, Sherri Reid Krumenacker, by Letter of Transfer from First Presbyterian 
Church of Naples. 

 Received grant from the Estate of Davis Family Fund with restrictions that is to be used for outreach, 
evangelism and education programs. 

 Approved no Session meeting in December unless business surfaces which would require a called 
special meeting.  Regular meetings would resume in January. 

 Approved rechartering of all Scout Units which will now be officially sponsored by CLPC:  Boy 
Scout Troop 101, Girl Scout Troop 1101 and Cub Scout Pack 417. 

 Christian Education requested and was approved to have the Annual Scout Jerky Sale Fund Raiser 
December 5. 

 Worship Team requested and was approved:  
(1) Spanish Ministry to not hold services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  
(2) Communion will be served at both Christmas Eve services 6 PM and 8 PM.  
(3)  Easter Sunrise service will be 6:30 AM.   
(4) Confirmation/Transfiguration Sunday, February 27, 2022, both the Praise and Traditional 

Worship services will be developed by the class of confirmands. 
 Spanish Ministry:   

(1) Approved Baptism of baby Carlos Samuel Perdomo (approved at October meeting), Maria 
Jesus Anez, Vincente A. Reyes, Zitiali P. Reyes, Adrian J. Reyes, and Ariana C. Reyes      
December 12, 2021.   

(2) Approved celebration of retirement with luncheon for Pastor Joel, December 26, 2021.     
Everyone is invited to attend. 

 
Following prayer, the meeting was adjoined in love and service;   
 
Respectfully submitted:   
Hal Slusher, Elder 



  November 9th, 2021 Called Meeting Recap 
   

 
SESSION MEETING NOTES:  November 9, 2021, a special called meeting of the Session of CLPC met in 
love, service and thankfulness to be able to do the work of our Lord.  After opening prayer, the following 
business was conducted: 
 At the request of the Mission Team, approved to set up the Angel Tree in the narthex, November 21 as a 

congregational fund raiser to benefit those children enrolled in the Super Kids Club. 

 With planning from CLPC staff, combine aspects of the morning Worship Service with the annual Con-

gregational Thanksgiving Dinner on evening of November 21. 

 Received appraisal report and approved to call a congregation meeting following the 11:00 AM service, 
December 5 for the purpose of reviewing the appraisal and granting Session the approval to hire a realtor 
to sell the 6.6 acres of Church property.  This appraisal is available for review upon request by any mem-
ber of this congregation.  

 Received the report of the Spanish Ministry Task Force Steering Committee from Co-Moderator Carson 

Brown and elder representative Wanda Bishop.   

 Approved aspects of Pastor Joel’s retirement. 

 Approved a necessary change of title for new Spanish minister to “Temporary Stated Supply 
Pastor of Spanish-speaking Ministries and Outreach”.   

 Approved minor changes to Primary Position Responsibilities to conform to that of other 
staff positions.   

 Approved increase of hours (from 15-20 to 20-25) and salary increase ($24,916 to $29,000) 

to more accurately reflect hours worked and pay needed to compensate for a more realistic 
time.  Position is still part time.   

 Approved authorization of Spanish Ministry Task Force to negotiate, in good faith, the dis-
tribution of the total remuneration to the new Spanish Ministry Pastor in terms including, but 

not limited to, salary, stipend, and housing.   

 Approved selection and recommendation of a one-year contract to Peace River Presbytery’s 
COM of the Temporary Supply Pastor for Spanish-speaking ministries beginning February 
1, 2022, with approval of moving expenses up to $1,500.   

 Approved authorization of the Spanish Ministry Task Force on behalf of Session, to make 

provisions and approve individuals to supply the pulpit and lead worship within the Spanish 
Ministry during the month of January 2022.  Since this matter is a Personnel matter, a full 
report is unavailable at this time for the general congregation. 

Following prayer, the meeting was adjourned in love and service;   
 
Respectfully submitted:   
Hal Slusher, Elder 



 

Stuffed Animals for  
Christmas! 

 
Gloria Choir is once again sponsoring the collection of new stuffed 
animals that can be given to the Golisano Children’s Hospital of 
Southwest Florida.  
 

Bring your donations December 1 - January 3rd. Donations may be 
placed under the tree in the Narthex of the Church, or brought to the 
Church office during the week. 
 

Please join us in helping the children who are hospitalized during this 

Christmas season; bringing the love of Jesus Christ into their lives. 

   
 

   Christmas Eve Schedule 
    Friday, December 24th  

 
Family Worship - 6:00 p.m. 

  Traditional Worship - 8:00 p.m. 

      Christmas Bazaar  
Saturday, December 11th        
  9am - 1pm 
 
40 Local Vendors will be in  
attendance with crafts, goodies 
and lots more to check out.  
Located in the Fellowship Hall, Classrooms in the FH 
and Chapel. 
Come on out and support the PW Christmas  
Fundraiser.  

The Giving Tree will 
be up in the Narthex 
again this Year. The 
Christmas gifts are for 
our Super Kids &  
Super Teens.  They 
will choose 2 gift 
choices as they have 
in the past.  For some 
of the children this 
will be the only gift 

they receive at Christmas.  When you take a 
name off of the tree, write your name down 
on the sheet next to the child’s name.  Return 
your wrapped gift before  
December 5th  The amount of the gift is up 
to you but we ask no more that 
$25.00.  Thank you for  
supporting this mission of CLPC!  If you have 
any questions please ask Chris Giesecke. 

Communion  
Sunday, December 5th 

Food Pantry December  
“Specialty” Item 

 

Macaroni & Cheese 
 

 



HOMEBOUND MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH 
Our Deacons, as part of their duties, visit, phone and send cards or notes to our 
members that are homebound.  We are asking that you join in this mission pro-
gram and help bring some joy into their day.  A list of the homebound is availa-
ble in the office, narthex, or at our web site – www.clpc.us.  With up coming hol-
iday season, you could add them to your Christmas card list, drop them a note, or 
just call and get to know them.  It only takes a few minutes, try it and might like 
it. 

 
Thank you CLPC family and friends 

 
Thank you to each person who helped miracles happen again this year with your 
prayers, your monetary support, and your lovingly packed shoe boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. The Bible assures us that “the prayer of the righteous person has 

great power and wonderful results” (James 5:16, NLT). If one fervent prayer is so powerful, imagine 
what millions can do. That’s why prayer is the most important thing we ask people to do when they 
pack their shoe boxes. Please pray for each child who will receive a shoe box and ask God to touch 
that child’s heart. That’s where the real power of Operation Christmas Child lies—in God’s answer to 
those millions of heartfelt prayers. This past year, Samaritan’s Purse collected more than 8 million 
gift-filled shoe boxes that were distributed in over 130 countries around the world. That means mil-
lions of children have experienced the truth of the Gospel, which they will share with their families 
and friends. To God be the glory!!! 
 

Project Linus has been able to prove handmade     
blankets for 1857 children in crises during 2021.  This 
program started many years ago in Colorado and our 
Lee County Chapter was formed in 1998.  We        
currently have about 65 ladies making quilts and  
blankets for children being served by 12 different 

agencies locally.  The largest agency is The Golisano Children’s 
Hospital at HealthPark where every child that is admitted is given 
a blanket to hold close and allow them to feel more secure while 
going into a strange atmosphere. 
 
The material for each and every blanket that is made, be it sewn, 
knitted, or crocheted, are provided by each of the ladies with no 
outside help.  Donations of cloth and yarn are always appreciated.  
They need to be new and colorful designs to give the children an 
uplift when in a challenging position. 
 
On January 22nd, we will hold our annual “Make A Difference 
Day” There will be 6 agencies in attendance who will explain 
about where the blankets go and how they are appreciated by ones 
who receive them. 
 
This is an outreach program of the Women of Cypress Lake    
Presbyterian Church.  Matilda Wilson, 239-489-3582 is the Lee 
County Coordinator 



This Christmas, give the gift that spreads Joy long  
after it has been unwrapped 

Give a gift – Gift an Opportunity 
Buy gift cards at face value through the Church Scrip Program and CLPC earns a rebate from the vendor.             
A percentage of each gift card purchased goes directly to CLPC.  The gift card is worth face value, just like your 
thoughtfulness. 
Whether you give the gift cards as presents; use them to buy gifts; or for a meal at your favorite restaurant; your 
order immediately raises funds for CLPC. 
Place your order by 12:00 PM Sunday December 5th.

 
The gift cards will be available Sunday December 12

th 
 in 

time to mail or deliver before Christmas.  A secured “order box” is located in the Narthex 
and also in the church office for placing orders.  A check payable to CLPC for the total must       
accompany the order.  Order forms are located in Slot # 16 in the Narthex and at the “Scrip 
Order Boxes”.  You can also order online at  

www.shopwithscrip.com. 
CLPC enrollment code: FLEEA331146573. 

Spring Get Away to Branson, MO 
Our church has some folks going to Branson, MO for a week in April 2022 and if you hurry up, you can 
join them.  We fly from Fort Myers on Monday, April 18,2022 to Springfield, MO (Branson is only one 
hour away), and then take the bus to our home for the next 5 days, Comfort Inn & Suites.  We will see 13 
shows during the week, a wine tour and a live show about the life of Jesus.  So as not to be rushed, we 
will come back to the hotel each afternoon to freshen up for about an hour.  All meals (you have to buy 
one lunch), flights, bus, hotel, 13 shows and gratuities.  Total price is $1900.00 per person.  For more  
information e-mail Jim Wilson at jamesww551@aol.com or write down your e-mail and give it to       
Matilda or Jim.   
We only have 24 places, so get your deposit of $400.00 in now. 
 

Christmas Traditions around the World  
(Which One Will You Try this Year?) 

 
Venezuela: In the Venezuelan capital of Caracas, swathes of city-dwellers make 
their way to mass on roller skates every year on Christmas morning. The tradition is 
now so well established that many of the city's streets are closed to traffic from 
8am, so that the skating congregation can get to church safely. It's even said that 
children will sleep with one lace from their skates tied around their toe, the other 
skate dangling from the window so that their friends can wake them up with a friendly tug on the 

lace.  
 
Germany: The Christmas tree tradition embraced around the world today is believed to 
have started in Germany back in the 16th Century, so it comes as no surprise that our 
continental cousins still have some unique customs relating to the festive conifers. One 
of these is to hide a pickle somewhere within the branches of the tree, and give a gift to 
whichever child in the household finds it. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  1 

9am Partners in 

Prayer 

10:30-11:30am  

F in F (Chapel) 
 

12:30-3pm Faithful 

Women 
 

5:30pm Dinner (FH) 
 

6:30pm Book study 
 

7pm Choir 

2 

11am PW meeting 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

 

6:30 am Stephen 

Ministry (In Person) 

3 

Office Closed 

 

6pm Choir/Bells 

Christmas Party 

4 

4pm Pastor Joel’s 

Sharing our Story /

Re-Retirement 

Party  

5 Communion Sunday 

9 am Praise Service 

10 am Sunday 

School  

10 am Spanish 

Service 

11 am Traditional 

Service 

12:30 pm Confirma-

tion 

6 

9:30-11:30am 

Project Linus 

(Rm2&3) 

 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group (Chapel) 

 

7 

11am Mission 

Team  

 

6pm Bells 

 

7pm Worship Team 

8 

9am Partners in 

Prayer 

10am Card Making 

Day (FH) 

10:30-11:30am  

F in F (Chapel) 

12:30-3pm Faithful 

Women 

5:30pm Dinner (FH) 

6:30pm Book study 

7pm Choir 

9  

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

 

 

7pm Women Bible 

Study 

10 

Office Closed 

11 

9am-1pm PW 

Christmas Bazaar 

 

5pm Kids  

Christmas Party 

 

12 

9 am Praise Service 

10 am Sunday 

School  

10 am Spanish 

Service 

11 am Traditional 

Service 

12:30pm Spanish 

Luncheon 

5pm Confirmation  

6:30pm Presbyteri-

an Bake Off 
 

13 

 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group (Chapel) 

 

14 

10am Women  

Bible Study 

 

2pm Support Team  

 

6pm Bells 

 

7:15pm CE Team 

15 

9am Partners in 

Prayer 

 

10:30-11:30am  

F in F (Chapel) 
 

12:30-3pm Faithful 

Women 
 

5:30pm Dinner (FH) 
 

6:30pm Book study 
 

7pm Choir 

16 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

 

6:30 am Stephen 

Ministry  

 

6:30pm Polar  

Express Movie 

Night 

 

17 

Office Closed 

 

7pm Christmas 

Trivia Night 

18 

10am Gift  

Wrapping Station 

(FH) 

19  

8:45am-12:45pm 

Blood Drive 

9 am Praise Service 

10 am Sunday 

School  

10 am Spanish 

Service 

11 am Traditional 

Service 

12:30 Confirmation 

6pm Christmas 

Caroling   

20 
 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group (Chapel) 
 

 

 

21 

 

6pm Bells 

 

 

22 

9am Partners in 

Prayer 
 

12:30-3pm Faithful 

Women 
 

5:30pm Dinner (FH) 
 

6:30pm Book study 
 

7pm Choir 

23 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

 

6pm Evening of 

Fellowship & Prayer 

 

24– Christmas Eve 

Office Closed 

 

6pm Christmas Eve 

Service (praise) 

8pm Christmas Eve 

Service 

(candlelight) 

25– Christmas Day 

 

26 
9 am Praise Service 

10 am Sunday 

School 

10 am Spanish 

Service 

11 am Traditional 

Service 

5pm Confirmation 

27 
 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group (Chapel) 
 

 

28 
 

6pm Bells 
 

7pm Session  

Meeting 

29 

9am Partners in 

Prayer 

12:30-3pm Faithful 

Women 

5:30pm Dinner (FH) 

6:30pm Book study 

7pm Choir 

30 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

31– New Years Eve 

Office Closed 

 

2021 



 December BIRTHDAYS 

 

2nd  Michael Hornung  
6th  Jean Dodd  
6th  Betty Serra  
9th  Kay Hill  
11th  Jean Shell  
13th  Lynne Birdt  
15th  Layla Hernandez  
15th  Ken Wolbert  
16th  Jim McFadden  
17th  Doris Sparrow  
20th  Lois Johnson  
21st  Bob O'Neill  
22nd Rachel Carrier  
22nd Diana Santiago  
23rd Amanda Johnson  
24th  Saenu Dougherty  
26th  Carol Walker  
27th  Emma Hayman  

 

December ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 

3rd Charles & Kelly Hayman   
16th  Richard & Marietta Meacham  
29th  Elizabeth & Richard Colvin  
30th  Richard & Sharon Werner  

 

CLPC STAFF 
 
Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church 
8260 Cypress Lake Drive 
Fort Myers, FL  33919 
Phone: (239) 481-3233 
Fax:   (239) 481-5198 
E-mail:  mail@clpc.us 
Web site: www.clpc.us 
 
Pastor 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Eddie Bellis 
 
Pastor 
Spanish Ministry 
Rev. Joel Ajo-Fernandez 
 
Director of  Traditional Worship  
Rachel Carrier 
rachel@clpc.us 
 
Church Musician (pianist/organist) Jonathan Gil 
mlecarillon@aol.com  
 
Praise Team Leader 
John Ferris 
john@clpc.us 
 
Director of Christian Education 
Carson Brown  
carson@clpc.us 
 
CLPC Office Manager 
Katie Gayle 
office@clpc.us 
 
Clerk of Session 
Gordon Coffman 
 
Presbyterian Women Moderator 
Beth Watson 
 
Moderator of the Deacons 
Jim Sharpe/Betty Serra 
 
Church Office Hours  
Monday-Thursday 9:00-3:00P.M. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Some articles may be  
edited for space.  

Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully reach out to the community and the world in faith-
ful love and service as we mature in Discipleship and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

mailto:mlecarillon@aol.com

