
June/July 

2021 

June/July Newsletter 
Cypress Lake 

Presbyterian Church 

Our Vision: We strive to live Jesus' charge to love  
one another and lead others to a growing relationship  

with God. 

10 a.m. Blended Service will be available In-Person in Sanctuary, or broadcast in your car in church 
parking lot on 89.1FM during service times. Live streaming of Service also available on YouTube.  
Visit clpc.us website to watch live or after service 

Communion Sundays 
June 6th & July 4th 

Honoring our Graduates  
June 6th 

At 10 a.m. Sunday Service 
Congratulations 

 

High school seniors: 
Amanda Johnson 

Taylor Kiss 
Stevens Tovar 
Adrian Reyes 

 
Associate degree from 

FSW: 
Ariana Reyes 

VBS is Back at CLPC! 
 

June 21st to June 25th 
5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Space is Limited 
Ages: Kindergarten and Up 
Free Event with Dinners Included 
 
*Volunteers Needed: Sign up is in 

the Narthex or M-R in the Office 

Congregational Meeting Sunday June 13th  

following 10:00 a.m. Service & 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, July 11th  
following the 10:00 a.m. Service. 

 

Yes! Those are 2 separate 
meetings! 

Meet and Greet 
Your Church 

Family! 
 

Be an Usher/Greeter! Interested? Please 
call Steve Norris 614-284-0445 or  
Tony Brockelman 860-614-4639.  

It is EASY!!  



Dear friends in Christ, 
Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest 
of On. Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is because God has made me forget all my 
trouble and all my father’s household.” The second son, he named Ephraim and said, “It is because God 
has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.” Genesis 41:50-52 
 

Some people are born with the sense of thanksgiving hardwired into their soul. Maybe you can identify with me. After 
years of hard interior work, I discovered the previously mentioned hard truth. Gratitude does not come naturally to me. 
As I held a mirror to my life, I examined story after story and realized that self-pity comes easily. Grumbles and mum-
bles were a frequent tonic to my lips. Yet, self-pity and grumbling do not mix well with the kindness we have been giv-
en. A spoonful of gratitude each day is all we need to lighten the heart and be a light to the world. 
When I look at the story of Joseph, I see a lot of things that could have gone different if he were wired like me. Yet, 
Joseph took more than a spoonful of gratitude. Oh, he had cause to be ungrateful. Recall Joseph’s life story. He was 
abandoned, envied, betrayed twice (once by his brothers and then by Potiphar’s wife), enslaved, and jailed. Yet his tale 
is a remarkable one to me. Try as I might to locate the seed of bitterness, I am hard pressed to find one. What I do dis-
cover, however, are two dramatic gestures of gratitude from which I draw strength and encouragement. 
One of those seeds of hope comes in the story mentioned at the beginning. Most parents go to great efforts to select the 
perfect name for their child. Joseph did! When I read the above tale of Joseph and his wife Asenath, my creative mind 
develops a conversation that I would like to share. In reading between the lines, this story comes alive for me. 
Recall these were the days of abundance. God rewarded Joseph with a place in Pharaoh’s court and a wife for his own 
home. The time had come to start a family. Imagine the young couple reclining on the couch when (Joe) reaches over 
and pats Asenath’s round, pregnant tummy. “I’ve been thinking about names for our baby.” 
Asenath smiles, “Oh, how sweet, honey. I have as well. In fact, I bought a name-your-baby-book at the grocery store.”  
“You won’t need it. I already have a name.” 
“Really? What is it?” 
“God made me forget.” 
“If God made you forget, how can you name him/her?” 
“No, that is the baby’s name. I would like to call him ‘God Made Me Forget’.” 
Now, Asenath was not pleased. She gave him that look Egyptian wife’s always give their Hebrew husbands. 
“Okay, Mr. Smart man. You got to be kidding me! ‘God made Me Forget’? Every time I call my son I will say, ‘God 
made me forget’? Have you been sipping too much of that special tea with the Pharaoh again? Good grief. Listen to all 
the trouble that name presents. Time to wash your hands, God made me forget. Time to clean up your room, God made 
me forget. Make sure to brush your teeth, God made me forget. I do not think that is a good name at all. I foresee a lot 
of trouble. I was thinking of something like Tut or Ramses. Those names have power. How about, Edward? That is a 
nice name, and it sounds special. Yes, we can call him Special Ed.” 
Yet, Joseph held firm. He thought a moment and chose his words carefully. “No, Asenath, I do not agree. I think it is 
the perfect name. Do you remember all the stories I shared about how my life was difficult before I met you? I want a 
visible sign for me to always remember that there is good coming out of our struggles. So, I think the name is perfect. 
For each time our child’s name is spoken, God’s name will be honored and praised. For God made me, and you too, 
forget all the pain and hurt I experienced at the hands of my brothers. I will forget the time in prison on charges I did 
not commit. I want everyone to know and always remember how grateful I am for all the blessings I receive. While I 
may forget, God will remember, and our son’s name will help me to remember to be grateful.” 
Apparently, Mrs. Joseph warmed to the idea because at the birth the new couple did name their child what Joe wanted. 
Their next child, child number two, they named ‘God Made Me Fruitful.’ The first name honored God’s mercy; the oth-
er proclaimed God’s favor.  
I believe God is doing a new thing for us. I am amazed at the staff who remind me of the hope in this struggle of being 
apart and our turning our faces to the good news of our soon returning to a new schedule. I am thankful for a communi-
ty of faith that continues to be positive during our Session’s responses to COVID-19. I am grateful for our leaders who 
continue to bear good fruit as we discuss what church will look like in our near future, as we chew on the Mission 
Study anew. Most importantly, I am grateful to a God who is so big yet remembers me and cares for me to send me 
(and our world) his son. 
May God’s peace and love continue to guide us, my friends. I leave you with one more thought. As Paul reminds us, 
when he said that “… all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according 
to God’s purpose.” (Romans 8:28). 

Shalom, 
 
Edward Bellis, Pastor Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church 



 May Session Meeting Recap  
  

 
On May 25, 2021, the Session of CLPC met in love, service and thankfulness to be able to do the work 
of our Lord.  The following business was conducted: 
A Congregational meeting will be held June 13, 2021 following the Church service to discuss the           
feasibility of selling the 6.6 acres of Church property separate from the main campus and if approved, 
retaining a real estate agent to handle the transaction. 
Approved relaxation of Covid restrictions as recommended by the CDC of no mask requirements for 
those fully vaccinated as well as relaxation of gathering sizes and social distancing.  For those who are 
not, cannot or will not be vaccinated, are advised to follow their conscience as well as consult their 
medical practitioner.  For the present federal, state, and local restrictions will be followed.  The Super 
Kids program will continue to follow the guidelines of the Lee County School Board. 
Approved staff recommendations for slight changes to the order of worship due to relaxation of Covid 
restrictions.  Choir will return and standing for proper rituals will be permitted.  Printing of weekly  
bulletins will be reinstituted so that changes can be found and followed for each service. 
July 11, 2021 following the Sunday service, was approved for the Annual Meeting of the CLPC  
Corporation. 
Approved vacation for Pastor Bellis, June 20 – July 2, 2021.  During his absence Carson Brown will 
lead one service, leader of next service TBA. 
Bob Hoschner and Nick LoPresti were elected to attend the Presbytery meeting June 3, 2021. 
CLPC Corporation credit card will be moved from SunTrust Bank to Iberia Bank where CLPC checking 
account is presently located. 
The CLPC Budget for fiscal year 2021-2022 was approved.  A copy will be available at the Church  
office if anyone wishes to review. 
Approved the name change of Disciplemaking Team to Christian Education Team and we will begin 
search for a “Director of Christian Education.” 
Approved placing the Church Van up for sale with a price range for purchase price. 
Approved a car wash in the Church parking lot June 13, 2021, 9 AM-Noon, a joint fundraising effort of 
the Youth Group and Scouts. 
Fall Church Services schedule approved beginning September 12, 2021:  Traditional Service 9 AM, 
Sunday School Classes 10 AM, Hispanic Service 10 AM, Contemporary Service 11 AM. 
In Christ, 
Hal Slusher, Ruling Elder CLPC 

Cuba...It's Complicated  
    The latest information from our sister church, El Redentor in Versalles,  
Matanzas, Cuba is that they are very much looking forward to receiving their 
inoculations.  We do not know when we will be able to open travel to Cuba  

safely.            
   
     According to a special report from the Ministry of Pastoral Solidarity, "While awaiting 
trial 3 study results, the Cuban government rolled out Soberana 02 and Abdala vaccines 
this past week in Havana and hopes to vaccinate 850,000 in Havana by the end of 
May."                                                                    
 
Prayers for vaccine safety and efficacy are in order. Please continue to pray for their health 
and safety during this time. 



 
PW Bible Study 
The new PW Bible study will 
begin in October.   

PROJECT LINUS-Next Meeting Monday, June 7th  
 
We make blankets for children in crises and give them out to 14 different agencies 
here in Lee County.  Our new season has started again, but we need your help to 
continue this mission project.  Blankets can be made by knitting, crocheting, sew-
ing quilts or working with fleece.  Even if you can’t do any of these things, we 
can teach you, it is not hard.  We meet the first Monday of each month at 9:30 to 

about 11:00 A.M. in room #2, building #1 (facing Cypress Lake Drive).   
We welcome you to come and join us in a very rewarding project.  Call Matilda Wilson 239-489-3582 
for questions. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
It's Back!!  

 
Come one, come all to our Knit 1 – Pray 2 Prayer Shawl where we 
have an opportunity for you to get involved with the Presbyterian 
Women of our church. We meet every Thursday from 12:30 to 2:30 
P.M. in Room #2 in building #1 (facing Cypress Lake Drive).  
We knit or crochet a Prayer Shawl to take to members that are sick, 
home bound, OR just need a little encouragement. We can teach you 
how to make these and the      pattern is not hard to learn. Come out 
and enjoy our  fellowship and a chance to help    
someone in need. More information,  
Call Matilda Wilson, 239-489-3582 .  

Men's Bible Study  
The Men of CLPC are  
holding a Bible Study every 
Monday evening at 6:30 
p.m. in the Chapel.  
Contact Bruno Mauer at  
brunojmauer@gmail.com 
with any questions. Feel free 
to come on by and join in on the fellowship.  

Clothes Closet IS accepting donations at this time.  
 
Your donation may be just what someone needs. Through referrals from agencies, non-
profit organizations, churches and schools  free ready-to-wear clothing, shoes, and         
accessories are distributed  to individuals, local nursing homes, infants support programs, 
Community Development Associations, and schools.  
 

Looking for: New Underwear, Socks, Bras, Toiletries and Infant Supplies (diapers, blankets, sheets, etc.)  
 
Please bring donations to the Narthex on Sundays or bring to the church office during the week, Monday-
Thursday 9am-3pm.  Our neighbors in need are so appreciative of your  generosity. 

Flower Guild 
The Flower Guild is a great way to 
add a little extra beauty to the  
Sanctuary on a Sunday or Holy Day.  
The cost of the flowers is $25.00 per 
Sunday or Holy Day. You may drop 
off your separate donation in the bin   
located by the Flower sign-up sheets next to the doors 
leading out to the Flag Pole.  

mailto:brunojmauer@gmail.com


The next Blood Drive will be held on  
Sunday,  June 13th 

  8:45am -11:45 pm at CLPC.  
 

Give the gift of Life!! 

Thank you to ALL who volunteered and put on 
the Wednesday night dinners in May. It was so 
good to see everyone coming to fellowship and 
share a meal together. Also, the food was  
fantastic!! Can’t wait for it to start up again. 
Until then… 
Happy Eating! 
 

 

Thank You Emails from Children of Operation Christmas Child 

My name Amara Maffo. I'm stay  
Mbouda-Cameroun.  
I say thank you because I receive my gift. I'm 
very happy. I use telephone to my mother for 
write to you.  
I'm five year old and you? I go nursery one.  
I love my game. God bless you well. Next 
time. 

Dear godfather Hi,how are you? I am  
doing wonderfully. I want to thank you for the 
gift, i liked everything especially the message 
of the letter. Me is Yoda Serge Adrien, i am 9 
years old, i am un  
elementary second year, i live in west  
Africa (French-speaking), Burkina  

Veterans Day Presentation–  
We Need Your Help 

Veterans Day will be celebrated this year on Sunday, 

November 14, 2021. The Worship Committee 
would like to do a screen presentation of pictures of 
our Veterans who have served and to do this, we need 
your help! Please look for those Veterans pictures and 
bring them in to the Church Office to have them 
scanned or email them in to office@clpc.us.  
We will return your Veteran’s picture to you and begin 
to format the presentation with music for that Sunday 
morning. 
You have lots of notice to look for those pictures and 
we look forward to your help in completing this 
presentation to honor those who have served.  
Thank you in advance! 

 

Come on Out and  
Support the Youth of 
CLPC and the 
Scouts on Sunday 
June 13th from 

9am to Noon. Come to Sunday Service 
Looking Spiffy & Drive off with a Super 
Clean, Spiffy Looking Car!  



June 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

6pm Bells 

7pm Ministry 

Teams  

Meeting (FH) 

 

2 

 

8am Caloosa 

Carvers (FH) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

3 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

4 

 

5 

6 

Communion  

Sunday  

 

Graduate  

Recognition  

7 

9:30-11am  

Project Linus 

(Rm2) 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group 

6-9:30pm  

Harmonizers (FH) 

8 

 

6pm Bells 

 

7:15pm Deacons 

9 

 

8am Caloosa 

Carvers (FH) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

10 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

 

6:30-8:30pm 

Stephen Ministry 

(In Person) 

11 12 

13 
Blood Drive 8:45-

11:45am 

Youth Car Wash 9am-

Noon 

Congregational Meet-

ing after 10 Service 

Spanish Lunch 

12:30-2pm (FH) 
Officer Training Noon-

4pm 

14 

 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group/Bible 

Study 

 

15 

 

6pm Bells 

 

7pm Session 

Meeting 

16 

 

8am Caloosa 

Carvers (FH) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

17 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

18 19 

20 21 

 

 

22 

 

 

23 

 

 

8am Caloosa 

Carver(RM2&3) 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

24 

 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

6:30-8:30pm 

Stephen Ministry 

(Zoom) 

25 26 

27 28 

 

 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group/Bible 

Study 

29 

 

 

6pm Bells 

30 

 

 

8am Caloosa 

Carver(Rm 2&3) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

  
 

VBS M-F 5:30-8PM 

SuperKids 7:45am - 12:30pm 

SuperKids 7:45am - 12:30pm 



July 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

 

 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

2 3 

4 

 

Communion  

Sunday  

5 

 

 
9:30-11am  

Project Linus (Rm2) 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group (Chapel) 

6-9:30pm  

Harmonizers (FH) 

6 

 

 

6pm Bells 

 

7pm– Ministry 

Teams Meeting 

7 

 

 

8am Caloosa 

Carver(Rm2&3) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

8 

 

 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

 

6:30-8:30pm 

Stephen Ministry 

(In Person) 

9 10 

11 

 

Annual  

Congregational 

Meeting after  

10am Service 

 

Spanish Lunch 

12:30-2pm (FH) 

12 

 

 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group/Bible 

Study 

13 

 

 

6pm Bells 

 

7pm Deacons 

Meeting 

(Inperson/Zoom) 

 

14 

 

 

8am Caloosa 

Carver(Rm2&3) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

15 

 

 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

16 17 

18 19 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group/Bible 

Study 

 

6-9:30pm  

Harmonizers (FH) 

20 

 

6pm Bells 

 

7pm Session 

Meeting 

21 

8am Caloosa 

Carvers (FH) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

22 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

 

6:30-8:30pm 

Stephen Ministry 

(Zoom) 

23 24 

25 26 

 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group/Bible 

Study 

27 

 

6pm Bells 

28 

8am Caloosa 

Carvers (FH) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

29 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

30 31 

SuperKids 7:45am - 12:30pm 

SuperKids 7:45am - 12:30pm 

SuperKids 7:45am - 12:30pm 



June Birthdays 

1st Bud Haidet 

2nd Wanda Bishop 

2nd Heriberto Santiago 

3rd Sally Fontaine 

3rd Terri Bergmann 

5th Monica Tovar 

5th Elaine Auman 

9th Dick Sims 

10th Sonia Santiago 

12th Marie Wiley 

17th Joyce Botchford 

17th Matilde Quevedo 

17th Hannah Dougherty 

18th Damon Pappalardo 

18th Gordon Coffman 

20th Pat Clark 

21st Nick LoPresti 

23rd Pamela Smith 

25th Carson Brown 

29th Barbara Pappalardo 

29th Bruce Aquizap 

30th Dianne McFadden 

July Birthdays 
2nd Linda Baldwin 

3rd Sharon Bright 

8th Larry Harshbarger 

9th Peyton Hornung 

10th Olivia King 

12th Larry Steward 

13th Becky Limons 

15th Haley King 

17th Marty Serra 

17th Aaron Charles 

23rd Carlos Vasquez 

24th Jean Hersh 

25th Marta Crutcher 

25th Austin Hayman 

25th Bryce McFadden 

26th Tom Kowa 

28th Gale Wray 

28th James Huffman 

29th Kathy Huffman 

31st Kelly Hayman 

June Anniversaries 
11th Garry & Nancy Keil 

15th Walt & Pat France-64th!! 

18th Bruce & Audrey Renn 

22nd Jim & Lynn Miller 

26th Tim & Linda Baldwin 

29th Jim & Marge McFadden 

30th Nick & Connie LoPresti 

July Anniversaries 
9th Kevin & Dianne McFadden 

10th Heriberto & Diana Santiago 

10th Larry & DeAnna Steward- 50th!! 

16th Karen Clifford & Keith Schneider 

20th Jeff & Cynthia Basler 



  

 

 

 

CLPC STAFF 
 
Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church 
8260 Cypress Lake Drive 
Fort Myers, FL  33919 
Phone: (239) 481-3233 
Fax:   (239) 481-5198 
E-mail:  mail@clpc.us 
Web site: www.clpc.us 
 
Pastor 
Rev. Eddie Bellis  
eddie@clpc.us 
 
Pastor 
Spanish Ministry 
Rev. Joel Ajo-Fernandez 
joel@clpc.us 
 
Director of  Traditional Worship  
Rachel Carrier 
rachel@clpc.us 
 
Church Musician (pianist/organist)  

Jonathan Gil 
mlecarillon@aol.com  
 
Praise Team Leader 
John Ferris 
john@clpc.us 
 
Director of Disciplemaking 
Vacant 
 
CLPC Office Manager 
Katie Gayle 
office@clpc.us 
 
Clerk of Session 
Gordon Coffman 
 
Presbyterian Women Moderator 
Beth Watson 
 
Moderator of the Deacons 
Ginny Canning 
 
Church Office Hours  
Monday-Thursday 9:00-3:00P.M. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Some articles may be edited for space.  

Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully reach out to the community and the world in faith-
ful love and service as we mature in Discipleship and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

 

mailto:mlecarillon@aol.com

