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Cypress Lake
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Our Vision: We strive to live Jesus' charge to love
one another and lead others to a growing relationship
with God.
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The Church Office
Will be Closed
Monday May 31st for
Memorial Day

Communion
Sunday, May 2nd

Meals in May

They are back! Due to the positive response to the church picnic, the Church and
Community Team has decided to begin holding Wednesday night dinners beginning
May 5th and continue each Wednesday in May. The dinner service will be at 5:30 p.m.
A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex on Sundays or in the church office during the week.
May 5th dinner is Beef Stroganoff with broccoli and chef's choice for dessert. Please let
Mark Gisse know of any allergies and he will try to accommodate you. Donations are
welcome to cover the cost of the dinner. In the past $5 was
suggested and this covered the entire cost of the dinner with a
little left over for the Church. For anyone who has never been to
a Wednesday night dinner, you do not go away hungry.

Piano Lessons for Adults
Jonathan Gil, our staff
musician, is
accepting adult piano
students.
If interested, please
contact him at:
(239) 369-7879 or at
mlecarillon@aol.com

Please contact Katie at
office@clpc.us if you will be
going away this Summer with
your “Up North Address” and
dates of when you will be “Up
North” so we can be sure your
information is updated.

10 a.m. Blended Service will be available In-Person in Sanctuary, or broadcast in your car in church
parking lot on 89.1FM during service times. Live streaming of Service also available on YouTube.
Visit clpc.us website to watch live or after service

On May 23, we will celebrate a rather important birthday for us as a community of faith – the
Day of Pentecost. Recall that the Day of Pentecost is, for Christians, the Church’s birth! In
the beginning, God’s Spirit filled the Apostles, and that same Spirit that fills us is still active
and is what fills the church today. Yet, Spirit is somewhat elusive. To understand God’s Spirit and what the Spirit does, we must use poetic and feeling words: Spirit of Gentleness; Spirit
of restlessness; Spirit of whispering in the silent places; Spirit of vision; Spirit of justice;
Spirit of peace; Spirit who creates; Spirit who heals. We have many adjectives to describe the work of the Spirit.
While there is Day of Pentecost, it is also a season. Pentecost’s origins are rooted the Hebrew community. The
ancient Hebrews celebrated the beginning of their harvest season with a festival, rejoicing over the fertility of
the land. After the deliverance from slavery in Egypt, the harvest festival was replaced with the Passover
Feast. But the harvest motif remained in place with the celebration of the conclusion of harvest in the “week of
weeks” on the fiftieth day after the Passover. Thus, "Pentecost" simply means "the fiftieth day" after Passover.
The Hebrews later added new meaning to Pentecost by associating it with the giving of the Law of God to
Moses. Thus, in a way Pentecost is also about the founding of a Jewish community of faith, not unlike what we
today would understand as a church.
The Acts of the Apostles records the story of the Day of Pentecost. On that day, God’s Spirit filled the Apostles
with an unknown power as they were to begin to carry out what Jesus instructed them to do. They built up a
new community of faith. Yet, what does this mean for us today? Let us talk about that meaning by using the 3
C’s.
Community, communication, and communion are three words that share the same root; the Latin word communis. These three words describe a church in fellowship with one another. The intent is to facilitate communication in our community, and that conversation provides for our community.
We are a community of faith. While we are individuals, we need one another. We are not alone in this journey
of life. Our community prays for us. We eat with each other around the community of the table fellowship. We
correct each other as a group of believers. We share of our resources with others who have need. A God called
community is a powerful tool in our work and walk together.
We also are to communicate with one another. In case you missed it, we are different. Some of us come from
the north and others from the south. Some are from the mid-west and others come from the northeast. We have
males and females, young and old, and rich and poor. Yet, Pentecost points out an important litmus test for us
as we communicate with one another. Does our communication lead us to be heard and to hear one another in
our own language? If we are divided in our communication, then our communication is not Spirit-filled.
The last word is communion. This word is important as it is our sacramental living. Are we able to see the work
of Jesus who sacrificed his life so that we might have eternal life? Communion is “sharing our bread” with each
other remembering how Jesus gave of his life for us. Communion is important for us.
In this season of Pentecost, we celebrate the power of Holy Spirit, whose initial manifestation was bring to
bring together the first Christian community. We celebrate that uniting power of the spirit as we come
alongside each other in our work and worship. We recognize the sacrifice Christ made as he brought others to
the table who were not allowed so that he could commune and dine with them. Together let us seek God’s help
in a new way to share God’s word and God’s love among ourselves and others.
Shalom,
Rev. Edward Bellis

April Session Meeting Recap
April 21, 2021

CLPC Session met in love and service, April 21. In review, the following Church business was
formally discussed and approved:
 Church congregational meeting approved to be held after Church Service May 16 with purpose of electing 2021 class of CLPC Elders and Deacons and a new Nominating Committee.
 Accepted the resignation of Keith Schneider as a Deacon (Keith has been nominated to be an
Elder).
 Approved the book “Canoeing the Mountains” by Todd Bolsinger as a session study for the
coming year.
th
th
 Approved off-campus events for CLPC Youth Group: 4 Sunday in April – Lakes Park, 4
Sunday in May – Head Pinz.
 Approved Boy Scout fund raising sale outside of Sanctuary, May 16.
 Approved restart of Hispanic Luncheons in Fellowship Hall (both sides used), starting on
Mother’s Day, May 9.
 Approved the job description of CLPC Director of Discipleship and Faith.
 Approved update and modernization changes to CLPC Personnel Manuel.
 To improve communication and transparency will share CLPC Session actions monthly in
the newsletter and on the web page.
All members and friends of CLPC are invited and encouraged to join Ministry Teams which
meet the 1st Tuesday of each month in the fellowship hall. The 4 teams are Support, Disciplemaking, Church-Community-World Service and Commitment to Worship.
Yours in Christ, Hal Slusher, CLPC elder

Worship Ministry Team Announcement

The Commitment to Worship Ministry will have an "in-person" meeting as part of Ministry Teams
meetings on Tuesday, May 4 at 7:00.
The Team is responsible for all matters involved in worship, including music, drama, times of worship,
styles of worship, audio and video technologies, communion preparation, flowers and decoration of the
sanctuary.
The team also secures ushers for each Sunday. There is a need for the team to ensure that the sanctuary is
ready for such events as Easter, Pentecost, Christmas (Advent) and other special events.
The committee is in need of volunteers to assist with these. ALL members are encouraged to
attend the Ministry Team meetings and to volunteer for activities.
Please plan to attend on May 4 and I look forward to seeing you, Karen Clifford (mrsgabby37@aol.com)

Nominating Committee
Congregation Meeting

The Session calls a Congregation Meeting
on May 16th for the purpose of electing new
officers and a Nominating Committee. The
meeting will immediately
follow the 10 a.m. service on
May 16th in the church’s
sanctuary.

Men's Bible Study

The Men of CLPC are
holding a Bible Study every
Monday evening at 7:00
p.m. in the Chapel.
Contact Bruno Mauer at
brunojmauer@gmail.com
with any questions. Feel free
to come on by and join in on the fellowship.

PROJECT LINUS-Next Meeting Monday, May 3rd
We make blankets for children in crises and give them out to 14 different agencies
here in Lee County. Our new season has started again, but we need your help to
continue this mission project. Blankets can be made by knitting, crocheting, sewing quilts or working with fleece. Even if you can’t do any of these things, we
can teach you, it is not hard. We meet the first Monday of each month at 9:30 to
about 11:00 A.M. in room #2, building #1 (facing Cypress Lake Drive).
We welcome you to come and join us in a very rewarding project. Call Matilda Wilson 239-489-3582
for questions.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
It's Back!!
PW Bible Study
The new PW Bible study will begin in October.
We will be reviewing study guides in May.
PW Brown Bag Lunch
Who are the PW? What do they do? And how do I
get involved? If these are questions you have had…

Join us Saturday May 22nd in the
Fellowship Hall.
The coordinating team is having a brown bag
luncheon--bring your own lunch, from 11:30 am to
1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, May
22. Come for the fellowship and bring your ideas
for future events and activities to be included.

Come one, come all to our Knit 2 – Pray 2
Prayer Shawl where we have an opportunity for you to get involved with the Presbyterian Women of our church. We meet every Thursday from 12:30 to 2:30 P.M. in
Room #2 in
building #1 (facing Cypress Lake Drive).
We knit or crochet a Prayer Shawl to take
to members that are sick, home bound, OR
just need a little encouragement. We can
teach you how to make these and the
pattern is not hard to learn. Come out and
enjoy our fellowship and a chance to help
someone in need. More
information,
Call Matilda Wilson,
239-489-3582 .

The Deacons are meeting every other month. Since Covid we have been
severely hampered in our activities, i.e. visiting, delivering flowers, serving
communion, etc.
We have a scheduled mtg. next month, 5/11 at which time we will solidify
committee positions, and see how close we are to being able to have contact with our homebound
members under CDC Guidelines and with Session approval.

Faithful Women

Ladies ... come join the Faithful Women’s group for fun and fellowship on the 2nd & 4th
Wednesday from 12:30-2:30. We meet in the library.
We dedicate service to the church, our youth, learning new projects such as card making or
visiting mission groups our church has supported in the community.
Questions? Contact Kay Slusher or Garlet Grenz

New Horizons
after school
tutoring

SCRIP CARDS
May is Graduation Month and what better
gift than a Gift Card!
Make a contribution to the Church by
shopping with gift cards for everyday
purchases like food, clothing and
entertainment. Each scrip gift card you buy
earns a rebate for the Church.
A secured “order box” is located in the
Narthex and also in the church office for
placing orders. A check payable to CLPC for
the total must accompany the order. Order
forms are located in Slot # 16 in the Narthex
and at the “Scrip Order Boxes”. You can also
order online at www.shopwithscrip.com
CLPC enrollment code: FLEEA331146573.

Resumed meeting at
CLPC in the Fellowship
Hall.
They meet Monday –
Thursday afternoons from
3:00 – 5:00 PM.
To volunteer, please Contact John at
john@newhorizonsofswfl.org or Judy Norris at
judymay512@gmail.com or stop by the office and pick
up a Volunteer Application

Flower Guild

The Flower Guild is a great way to
add a little extra beauty to the
Sanctuary on a Sunday or Holy Day.
The cost of the flowers is $25.00 per
Sunday or Holy Day. You may drop
off your separate donation in the bin
located by the Flower sign-up sheets next to the doors
leading out to the Flag Pole.

Sunday School Grades K-5th– Will be resuming in the fall.
Please contact Terri Bergmann at 239-482-1030 to register your
child.

Youth Group Teens Middle/High School - We are currently
meeting on Zoom the 2nd Sunday at 1:30 p.m.. and In Person lunch
& activity the 4th Sunday of the month after 10 a.m. service. Text or
call Terri Bergmann at 239-336-4699 to sign your teen up.

Clothes Closet IS accepting donations at this time.
Your donation may be just what someone needs. Through referrals from agencies, nonprofit organizations, churches and schools free ready-to-wear clothing, shoes, and
accessories are distributed to individuals, local nursing homes, infants support programs,
Community Development Associations, and schools.
Looking for: New Underwear, Socks, Bras, Toiletries and Infant Supplies (diapers, blankets, sheets, etc.)
Please bring donations to the Narthex on Sundays or bring to the church office during the week, MondayThursday 9am-3pm. Our neighbors in need are so appreciative of your generosity.

I want to Thank all at CLPC who prayed for me
and sent cards during my surgery and recovery.
Thank you so much it meant a lot to me hearing
from you all. I am getting stronger every day
but I’m not 100% yet. With God’s help and
prayers I’ll make it.
Blessing, Betty Ann Kelly

Thank you for your blood
donations!
Tim Baldwin
Terri Bergmann
Wanda Bishop
Joyce Botchford
Christina Johnson
Helen Johnson
Larry Johnson
Michelle MacDonald
Walter Otey
We were able to
collect 9 units of blood!

My name Amara Maffo. I'm stay
Mbouda-Cameroun.
I say thank you because I receive
my gift. I'm very happy. I use
telephone to my mother for write to
you. I'm five year old and you? I go
nursery one.
I love my game. God
bless you well. Next
time.

May 2nd: Communion Sunday 2pm-4pm Cavalcade of Youth
(Sanctuary)
May 3rd: 9:30am-11am Project Linus (Rm 2&3)
May 4th: 7pm Ministry Teams Meeting Via Zoom & In Person
May 5th: 5:30pm Wednesday Night Dinners Begin in FH
May 6th: 6:30 pm Stephen Ministry In Person
May 9th Mother’s Day: 12:30-2pm Spanish Lunch in FH
May 11th: 7:15 pm Deacons Meeting in FH/Zoom
May 12th: 5:30pm Wednesday Night Dinner in FH
May 16th: Congregation Meeting (Following 10am Service)
May 18th: 7pm Session Meeting in Person
May 19th: 5:30pm Wednesday Night Dinner in FH
May 20th: 6:30pm Stephen Ministry via Zoom
May 22nd: 11:30am-1pm PW Brown Bag Luncheon in FH
May 26th: 5:30pm Wednesday Night Dinner in FH
May 31st: Memorial Day (Office Closed)
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Fort Myers, FL 33919
Phone: (239) 481-3233
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E-mail: mail@clpc.us
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Director of Traditional Worship
Rachel Carrier
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Jonathan Gil
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1st
2nd
3rd
5th
7th
7th
7th
9th
10th
11th
11th
12th
13th
13th
14th
18th
18th
19th
20th
27th
28th

Steve Norris
Alex Kiss
Carol Sarosik
Whitney Pope
Cean Cartwright
Jeannette Scullion
Brian Granstra
Estela Tovar
Jeanne Gaub
Hawley Botchford
Mark Gisse
Judy Norris
Betsy Luchenburg
Leidys Martin
Harold Slusher
Steve Brown
Steven Bradley
Bari O'Neill
Gavin Dougherty
Chris Pope
Annie (Nan) Read

5th
16th
17th

Marty & Betty Serra
Harold & Kay Slusher
Bob & Judy Hoschner

Director of Disciplemaking
Vacant
CLPC Office Manager
Katie Gayle
office@clpc.us
Clerk of Session
Gordon Coffman
Presbyterian Women Moderator
Audrey Renn
Moderator of the Deacons
Ginny Canning
Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00-3:00P.M.

Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully reach out to the community and the world in faithful love and service as we mature in Discipleship and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

