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Have you ever noticed the circles in the rear of the sanctuary after worship or in our
Fellowship Hall after a function? I notice the circles and I look forward to each Sunday and
Wednesday evening to watch the circles of members talking and listening to each other with
obvious appreciation, even if the conversation is focused on something quite painful. I am
impressed with these circles of Christian caring. In those circles I see grace is both given and

I have a friend whose employment requires him to move to another city every two or three years. One of
his first tasks is to locate a church where he can invest his considerable time and talent. While visiting
churches, he pays attention to worship, education, mission engagement, building(s) and grounds, et al, but
his decision whether or not to join that church has nothing to do with these factors. His only test is the
“coffee hour” or “fellowship hour” or “refreshment time” or whatever happens after worship. He goes to
a spot somewhere central and stands quietly. If no one invites him into his or her circle of friends within
ten minutes, he leaves the church and does not return. He is done with that place and moves on. If he is
invited into a circle, he joins the church the first available chance. My friend doesn’t have time to “earn”
his way into a circle of Christian caring.
Jesus himself modeled the concept and had his circle of friends. The disciples were not there only to learn
and serve but also to support and encourage. At the same time, the circle of friends (see John 15:15) was
open enough to welcome others. Mary, Martha, Lazarus, the woman at the well, Nicodemus and many
others were invited into that circle of Christian caring. Through the centuries the Church has grown in
number and depth of faith in direct proportion to circles of friendship. We are to be ever alert to that one
standing alone looking for someone and invite them to share their experience of Christian caring.
What about the circles in the Common Area at the back/front of the church? Where are circle of friends
that bring about Koinonia or Christian fellowship? The closed circles are helpful to those within because
they protect those in the circle and are safe and secure. But what about the blessing of open circles that
reach out? Their sole purpose is to reach out. What about the circles that always put an empty chair in
their midst to remember that there are those who need the invitation to join them? Those within the open
circles know they are “blessed to be a blessing.”
At the beginning, I mentioned my friend who goes to different churches. What if he should visit Cypress
Lake Presbyterian? Would he return next Sunday? I would like to think so, but I will leave you to be the
judge.
Shalom,
Eddie Bellis, pastor

Service Times Change this October.
See below for the updated dates and time.

October 3rd: 9am Adult Sunday School, 10am Traditional Service (World Wide Communion Sunday)
October 10th: 9am Adult Sunday School, 10am Praise Service
October 17th: 9am Praise Service, 10am Sunday School (Adult & Child), 11am Traditional Service
October 24th: 9am Praise Service, 10am Sunday School (Adult & Child), 11am Traditional Service
October 31st: 9am Adult Sunday School, 10am Reformation Sunday and Kirkin’ of the Tartans
*Services are available In-Person in the Sanctuary, or broadcast to your car in the church parking lot on
89.1FM during service times. Service is also available on YouTube to watch live or after service. Clpc.us

September Session Meeting Recap
SESSION MEETING NOTES: On September 28, 2021, the Session of CLPC met in love, service and
thankfulness to be able to do the work of our Lord. After opening devotion and prayer, the following
business was conducted:
Agenda was amended to add report from Spanish Ministry Task Force, add amendment to nominating
committee for addition of one elder for the upcoming year due to misunderstanding of length of term of a
presently sitting elder, add under new business discussion of session receiving meeting agenda earlier.
Spanish Ministry Task force report was given, search for Spanish pastor is proceeding as planned with no
problems. Nothing requiring Session approval.
Clerk of Session Report Received:
Wedding of Aida Elena Profet and Carlos Manuel Perdomo was performed by Pastor Joel.
Membership of Profet family was approved by letter of transfer from previous Church in New Jersey.
Pastor’s verbal report was received:
Session gratefully approved receival of check for $15,000 from the estate of Ms. Laverne Achor for use
without stipulation by CLPC.
Received report from Bob Hoschner and Carson Brown about their attendance at Stewardship
Kaleidoscope conference in Cincinnati. Information received at this meeting will be put to good use
in the future ministry of CLPC.
Received Pastor Eddie’s report about a perceived need from the Spanish ministry of CLPC. An offer of
an anonymous donation seeks to address this need. This is in the same category as the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund which if already in existence but designated specifically for the Spanish
congregation. Session approved acceptance of this donation and approved formation of an oversight
committee consisting of: Deacon Co-chairs Jim Sharpe and Betty Serra, Mission Elders Chris
Giesecke and Hal Slusher, and Pastor Eddie and Pastor Joel.
Received Finance Committee report:
Recommended establishment of a Stewardship Committee. This was tabled definitely until next Session
meeting to allow for establishing parameters of need, direction, function, and operation.
Session approved recommendation of the Potts Fund to be temporarily available to borrow from for
current urgent needs, should they arise.
Session approved proceeds from Jon Gil’s concert be processed through CLPC’s payroll system for
payment to Jon.
Financial report review was tabled definitely until next Session meeting as no one had time to evaluate
thoroughly.
Trunk and Treat event in lieu of Fall Festival was disapproved because of continued concerns over Covid.
Neither event will be held this year.
Chris Giesecke and Judy Schulte were approved to lead a Bible study on the book of Revelations.
Approved October 10 for Mission Sunday where displays will be presented in the Fellowship Hall of all of
CLPC Mission Partners. A friendly chili cook-off and tasting will coincide.
Approved the following special worship dates per recommendation of Worship Team:
Oct 3 - Worldwide Communion Sunday;
Oct 31 - Kirkin O’ Tartans;
Nov. 7 - All Saints Sunday;
Nov. 21 - Hanging of the Greens;
Dec 24 - Christmas Eve Services Praise & Children’s service 6 pm,Traditional/ Candlelight service 8 pm.
Adjoined in love and service;
Respectfully submitted: Hal Slusher, Elder

ELDERS
Class of 2022: Wanda Bishop, Gordon Coffman, Elena Garcia, Bob Hoschner, Nick LoPresti,
Alberto Reyes, Carlos Vasquez
Class of 2023: Tim Baldwin, Chris Giesecke, Christina Johnson, Steve Norris, Keith Schneider, Hal Slusher

Monthly

Women's Evening Bible Study: It is held at church the 2nd Thursday of each
month in Fellowship Hall at 7 p.m.. Next meeting is October 14th, 2021.
The study, Revelation: Extravagant Hope ( by Margaret Feinberg) "draws on layers
of symbols, unusual visions and strange imagery to gives glimpses into the
heavenly realm and the future" quoted from the Beautiful Word Studies. Please contact Chris Giesecke to join the group. Her email is crallybernardes@gmail.com or
phone her at 239-850-4927.
Women's Morning Bible Study: Bible Study will begin on Tuesday, October 12, 2021, at 10 a.m. and be
held the 2nd Tuesday of each month. The study is "Revelation: Extravagant Hope" by Margaret
Feinberg. The goal of the study is "to be conformed to the image of Jesus and discover the extravagant
hope he has for you - in the past, in the present, and in the future." Please contact Judy Schulte if you will
be able to join: e-mail judith.schulte@yahoo.com phone 239-489-4802
Pastor Eddie’s Book Club: Join Pastor Eddie each month for a discussion on a new book. Grab the book,
read it, and get ready for an exciting discussion on one Monday of each month from 11:30am to 12:30pm
(in the Chapel).
Monday, October 11th: Being Mortal by Atul Gawande
Monday, November 8th: Left to Tell by Immaculee Ilibagiza
Theater and Theology (TnT): Theater and Theology is one way we can engage culture and recognize that
art and entertainment are not mindless. Directly and indirectly, it speaks volumes about our lives, our
Spirituality, and even about our view of God. Join Pastor Eddie for movie nights followed by a short discussion. Light snacks will be provided.
Thursday, October 21st at 6pm, Up
Thursday, November 18th at 6pm, TBD

Weekly

Sunday Adult Sunday School: Pastor Eddie will be leading a study based on Walter Brueggemann’s
commentary Genesis, Beginnings and will take a fresh look to some familiar Bible stories. The class will
meet in the Fellowship Hall and will use the Kerygma Bible study material. The cost to participate is $22
per person. Email eddie@clpc.us or sign up in the narthex or office. Beginning September 26th at 9am
for 1 service Sundays and October 17th at 10am on 2 service Sundays.
Monday Men's Evening Bible Study: The Men of CLPC are holding a Bible Study every Monday
evening at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Contact Bruno Mauer at brunojmauer@gmail.com with any questions.
Feel free to come on by and join in on the fellowship.
Wednesday Morning Foundations of Faith Study: This eleven-week study will bring us back to basics
of what it means to be a Christian, a Presbyterian, and an active disciple of Jesus by examining various
passages, confessions, and tenets of the church.
Wednesday Evening Dinners (FH): Starting October 6th, dinners will be held in the Fellowship Hall each
week. A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex on Sundays or in the church office during the week. Please let
Mark Gisse know of any allergies and he will try to accommodate you. Donations are welcome to cover the
cost of the dinner. In the past $5 was suggested and this covered the entire cost of the dinner with a little
left over for the Church. For anyone who has never been to a Wednesday night dinner, you do not go away
hungry.
Wednesday Evening Book Study (The Shack): Have you ever wondered why bad things happen, how
God stays present through tragedy, or how to encounter Him in new and unexpected ways? Jim Barfoot
will lead us in exploring these questions together with a six-week study of The Shack, beginning after
Wednesday night dinner on October 6th. Each participant will want to obtain a copy of the book before the
class. Email Carson at carson@clpc.us to sign up or sign up in the office.

Operation Christmas Child
CLPC will be sponsoring Operation Christmas Child again this year. We
will be collecting shoe box gifts to be sent to millions of children all over
the world who would have no Christmas otherwise. It’s easy, start by
picking up a pamphlet in the narthex or just:







Find an empty shoe box (standard size, please) or a small plastic container. You can wrap
the box (lid separately), but wrapping is not required.
Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl, and the child's age category: 2-4,
5-9, or 10-14.
Fill the box with a variety of gifts that will bring delight to a child--toys, school supplies,
hygiene items. (No glass, liquids or war related items.)
In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your
family. (If you include your name and address, the child may write back.)
Please donate $9 or more for each shoe box you prepare to help cover shipping and other
project costs.
Place a rubber band around each shoe box and lid and drop off at the Church the week of
November 14-21.

We challenge you to get your neighborhood, your friends, and your families involved in this
project. We’re starting on this project early to collect a record number this year. Watch for
more details to come. Join us in making a difference in a child’s life. Contact Linda Baldwin
with questions, baldwinlinda@comcast.net

Donate to CLPC with
Purchasing SCRIP Cards!

Make a contribution to the Church by shopping with
gift cards for everyday purchases like food, clothing
and entertainment. Each scrip gift card you buy earns
a rebate for the Church.
A secured “order box” is located in the Narthex and
also in the church office for placing orders. A check
payable to CLPC for the total must accompany the
order. Order forms are located in Slot # 16 in the
Narthex and at the “Scrip Order Boxes”. You can also
order online at www.shopwithscrip.com
CLPC enrollment code: FLEEA33114573

Planning Ahead...

Veterans Day
Presentation
We Need Your Help
Veterans Day will be celebrated this
year on Sunday, November 14, 2021.
The Worship Committee would like to
do a screen presentation of pictures of
our Veterans who have served. To do
this, we need your help!
Please look for those
Veterans’ pictures and bring them to
the Church Office to be scanned or
email them to
office@clpc.us.
We will return your Veteran’s
picture and format
the presentation with
music for that Sunday morning.
You have lots of notice to look for
those pictures. We look forward to
your help in
completing this presentation
honoring those who have served.
Thank you in advance!

All Saints Day-November 7th
November 7th is the Holy Day in
the church known as All Saints
Day.
It is a day that we remember those who have served
God faithfully here on earth, who inspired our faith
and witness, who strengthened our church family,
and who now rest with God in heaven.
Please send in the names of loved ones and CLPC
members that have gone to meet our heavenly Father
in 2021. God Bless.

On Sunday, November 14 at 4 PM, Jonathan
will be performing “A Musical Feast for the
Heart”, a concert he has created, populated
with some of his favorite pieces, and designed to
be performed at CLPC for
our church and our
community.
Tickets are $10 and will be
available beginning Sunday,
October 10.

Cruise in February 2022
We have an opportunity to go on a cruise next February 12, 2022 to the Western Caribbean
with other folks from our church.
By next February the Covid will be controlled or no one will be able to go anywhere.
Princess has a good price to get a 7 day cruise with 4 ports for a complete price of about
$1500 each. This includes insurance, fees, port charges, taxes and be on a balcony. An inside room would
be about $1000. Sail from Fort Lauderdale on Saturday, February 12th. If we get enough folks, Princess will
include the bus from church and back.
One day at sea and then the Grand Cayman Island to visit the stingrays. Next day is Roatan Island off Honduras with snorkeling, glass bottom boat or botanical garden. Belize City is next with Mayan Ruins and a
boat ride thru the jungle. Mexico’s Cozumel Island is the last port off the Yucatan Peninsula.
Prices will go up as we get closer to the sail date. Current price can be secured with a $500 deposit and full
payment by November 15th. This is all done thru Princess, call Mary at 1-800-901-1172 X41695 to sign up
or get more information, just let her know this is Cypress Lake Pres.
The ship, Sky Princess, will be coming from Europe in November so it will be in great shape having only
sailed there for one month since shutdown and then running the Caribbean until we get on board. It is a new
ship, launched in October 2019.
Call Jim Wilson at 239-489-3582 for more information.

PROJECT LINUS
Next Meeting Monday,
October 4th
The place where you can make a
blanket for a child in crises. We will start to
meet again in the fall on Monday, October 4th
from 9:30 A.M. to about 11 A.M. in room #2
in the building out front. We need folks who
can sew quilts, knit or crochet blankets, or
make fleece blankets. We can show you how!
Come join us or call Matilda Wilson at 239489-3582 for more information.

Cypress Lake
Presbyterian Church
Sunday, October 3rd
8:45am-12:45pm
Please Come and Donate!
*Only takes 15-30 minutes

October 10th: Mission Fair
Fellowship Hall at 11am-12:30pm

Find out how you can help!
*Chili Tasting to Follow

Food Pantry October
“Specialty” Item
Side Dishes!
Examples:
Stove Top Dressing
RiceARoni
Pasta Roni
Boxed Potato Dishes
Suddenly Salad
Assorted Boxed Rice Dishes
Hamburger Helper
One Skillet Dinners
Asian Noodle Kits

Meet and Greet Your Church Family!
Be an Usher/Greeter! Interested? Please call Steve Norris
614-284-0445 or Tony Brockelman 860-614-4639.
It is EASY!!

Rally Day ---What a Success!

2021 Rally Day and Pancake Breakfast was held September 19th. Twenty-five different groups/activities/
missions were represented with informational displays and sign up opportunities. WOW!! We’d say CLPC
is open for the business of doing God’s work!! This writer can think of at least an additional ten activities/
missions opportunities available as well. We encourage you to take a copy of the pamphlet “Our Words
Come Alive” to access the many educational classes being offered this fall and be on the look out for
service possibilities as we strive to live our mission statement. Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, we
joyfully reach out to the community and the world in faithful love and service as we mature in Discipleship
and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Kirkin’ of the Tartans

Sunday,
October 31st,
2021

One Service at
10:00am
Special guests:
Lee County Pipes and Drums

Please join us in this one service as we have our
annual Kirkin’ of the Tartans, (blessing). Please
bring something from your family, such as the
family Bible, Tartan, and yourself to receive the
blessing to keep you safe in God’s Holy Word.

Food for Thought...When the
World gets You Thinking, Think
about What the Bible Says.
Proverbs 10:12
Hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all offenses.
Ephesians 4:32
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.

2021
Sun

3
Blood Drive
8:45am-12:45pm
9 am Adult Sunday
School
10 am World Wide
Communion
Sunday

Mon

4
9:30-11:30am
Project Linus
(Rm2&3)

Tue

5
11am Mission
Team
6pm Bells
7pm Worship Team

6:30-8pm Men’s
Group (Chapel)

Wed

6
12:30-3pm Faithful
Women

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

2
2pm Gisse
Anniversary
Celebration (FH/
Sanctuary)

8

9

15

16
8am-3pm PRP
Pres. Women Fall
Retreat (FH)

22

23

29

30

12:30-2:30pm
Knit1-Pray2

5:30pm Dinner (FH)
6:30 am Stephen
6:30pm Book study Ministry (In Person)
7pm Choir

10
9am Adult Sunday
School
10am Service
11am-12:30pm
Mission Fair & Chili
Tasting (FH)

11
11:30am-12:30pm
Book Club (Chapel)
6:30-8pm Men’s
Group (Chapel)

12
10am Women AM
Bible Study
7:15pm CE Team

13
12:30-3pm Faithful
Women

14
12:30-2:30pm
Knit1-Pray2

5:30pm Dinner (FH) 7pm Women PM
Bible Study
6:30pm Book study
7pm Choir

17
18
9 am Praise Service 6:30-8pm Men’s
10 am Sunday
Group (Chapel)
School Starts
11 am Traditional
Service

19
6pm Bells
7pm Support Team

20
12:30-3pm Faithful
Women

21
12:30-2:30pm
Knit1-Pray2

5:30pm Dinner (FH)
6pm Up Movie(TnT)
6:30pm Book study
7pm Choir

25
9 am Praise Service 6:30-8pm Men’s
10 am Sunday
Group (Chapel)
School
11 am Traditional
Service

24

26
6pm Bells
7pm Session
Meeting

27
12:30-3pm Faithful
Women
5:30pm Dinner (FH)
6:30pm Book study
7pm Choir

31
Happy Halloween
9am Sunday School
10am Kirkin’ O’
Tartan Service

6:30 am Stephen
Ministry (Zoom)
28
12:30-2:30pm
Knit1-Pray2

CLPC STAFF
Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church
8260 Cypress Lake Drive
Fort Myers, FL 33919
Phone: (239) 481-3233
Fax: (239) 481-5198
E-mail: mail@clpc.us
Web site: www.clpc.us
Pastor
Rev. Eddie Bellis
eddie@clpc.us
Pastor
Spanish Ministry
Rev. Joel Ajo-Fernandez
joel@clpc.us
Director of Traditional Worship
Rachel Carrier
rachel@clpc.us
Church Musician (pianist/organist)
Jonathan Gil
jonathan@clpc.us
Praise Team Leader
John Ferris
john@clpc.us
Director of Christian Education
Carson Brown
carson@clpc.us

3rd
4th
4th
11th
11th
12th
15th
17th
18th
18th
21st
22nd
22nd
24th
24th
25th
27th
31st

Melanie Vasquez
Suzanne Cramer
Gabriela Martin
Wendy McCabe
Todd Adams
Bill Stevens
Susan Chanofsky
Lee Bomgaars
Taylor Kiss
Alyssa Wolbert
Doug Soles
Betty Henderson-Jones
Spenser Hornung
Matilda Wilson
Sarah Johnson
Cadence Hill
Jim Barfoot
Ronald Cramer

Parish Nurse
Vacant
CLPC Office Manager
Katie Gayle
office@clpc.us
Clerk of Session
Gordon Coffman
Presbyterian Women Moderator
Beth Watson
Moderator of the Deacons
Jim Sharpe & Betty Serra
Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00-3:00P.M.

2nd

Mark & Mary Gisse

8th

Dick & Ann Sims

8th

James & Matilda Wilson

13th

Jose & Matilde Quevedo

16th

Joel & Miriam Ajo-Fernandez

17th

Steve & Judy Norris

18th
29th

Whitney & Chris Pope

30th

Steve & Donna Brown
Ronald & Suzanne Cramer

Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully reach out to the community and the world in faithful love and service as we mature in Discipleship and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

