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In 1983 at New Bern Senior High School, Coach Vogel was my driving instructor and taught 
me the art of driving. From the moment I sat down inside the car, he insisted I keep my eyes 
moving. Before starting the car, he would say, “Eddie, you must be aware of your  
surroundings. Look at what’s ahead of you and beside you. Remember to check your mirrors!  
Remember to check your gauges! Always check your blind spots to make sure they are 

clear.” As a beginning driver, I was overloaded, yet his calm reassurance was really a life lesson. 
At first, I was unsure how I would ever process all the information I was taking into my frame of reference 
and more importantly remember what I was supposed to do. After many years of driving, I find the  
process is much faster and easier to carry out. Today, I sit in the car and do all the checks quickly before I 
drive off. I even added a few more to my mental checklist. I am grateful to Coach Vogel for his lessons. 
This month, our church activities start off in a different way, and I find myself going through the mental 
checklist. We are quickly closing upon the date when the program year will begin and things may feel 
overloaded.  
On September 19, we begin our Christian Education and other programs as we hit the ground running. For 
the teachers and leaders involved in our CLPC ministry, this Sunday feels like merging a car onto a busy 
highway. Between the social, family, and church commitments how will we get it all done in this COVID 
world? How do we keep the “spirit” and be “in-spired” in the process?   
In the spirit of Coach Vogel, we begin the year pondering where we are before starting the engine of the 
next program year. Remember to always “keep your eyes moving” throughout this year as we continue 
our journey of Christian faith. 

Remember to look in the rearview mirror. The mirror reflects our traveled path. In the mirror, we can 
see the important people in our lives, especially those who taught and nurtured us. Take a moment 
and pause and give thanks for those important people like Coach V for me. Also, what do we need 
to forgive or change as we move forward? Always remember that we do not drive forward looking 
out the rearview mirror. 

Remember to look in the side mirrors. The mirror reflects the people beside us on the road of life.  In 
looking at the side mirror we recall we travel with others on this faith journey.  We see our  
brothers and sisters who are in pain, anxious, or lonely as they shelter in place. How may we offer 
help and support to them? We see some of our sister and brothers who are doing well.  Remember 
to offer up songs of prayer and praise. 

Remember to look in the blind spots.  This one is particularly hard. Yet, seek honest friends and family 
members who remind us of those things about ourselves we cannot see on our own. Like the  
disciples on the road to Emmaus, may our eyes be open and our hearts burn as we encounter the  
stories. 

Remember to enjoy the view through the windshield. God paints a wonderful picture on the canvas of 
the sky and in the smallest flower. See those wide vistas and attractive horizons. Remember to 
stoop to smell those wonderful flowers. Seek to infuse the days going forward with the hope and 
joy that is present in the journey. Through Christ, we need to be a people of hope.  

Remember to look through the moon roof to enjoy the wonderful Creator God who alone we worship 
and serve. For our chief end is to give God glorify and enjoy God forever. 

 
My heart is full of joy and love as we start this year. Remember that we are not alone in our travels. May 
the presence of God’s abiding presence and the gifts of grace, patience, and good humor mark our “road 
trips” this year and always. 
Shalom, 
Rev. Edward Bellis, Pastor 

10 a.m. Blended Service is available In-Person in the Sanctuary, or broadcast to your car in the church parking lot on 
89.1FM during service times. Service is also available on YouTube to watch live or after service. Clpc.us 



Class of 2022 
Wanda Bishop 
Gordon Coffman 
Elena Garcia 
Bob Hoschner 
Nick LoPresti 
Alberto Reyes 
Carlos Vasquez 
 

Class of 2023 
Tim Baldwin 
Chris Giesecke 
Christina Johnson 
Steve Norris 
Keith Schneider 
Hal Slusher 
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Class of 2022 
Norma Borkowski 
Mary Gisse 
Betty Serra 
Cheryl Wolbert 
 
 
 
 

Class of 2023 
Garlet Grenz 
Jim Sharpe 
Matilda Wilson 
Gale Wray 
 
Class of 2024 
Judy Hoschner 
Diana Santiago 
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Annual Joint Session-Deacon Meeting 
   

On August 24, 2021, the Session of CLPC met in love, service, and thankfulness to be able to do the work 
of our Lord with our Deacons at 7:00 PM.  This was the required annual joint meeting between Session and 
Deacons of CLPC. Meeting was opened with devotion and prayer by Chris Giesecke.  Discussions were 
about how best Deacons and Session could work together for the good of the Church.  Decision was made 
to have a Session member attend Deacon meeting and a Deacon attend Session meetings each as a  
non-voting guest. At 7:30 PM the two groups then moved into their respective meetings. 
 
SESSION MEETING: During the Session meeting, the following business was conducted:   
 
 Meeting Agenda reviewed changes made and approved.  Minutes of 27 July 21 Session meeting        

reviewed, corrected, and approved.  Minutes of 15 Aug 21 Annual Meeting of the CLPC Corporation 
reviewed and approved, Vision statement recited. 

 Removed beloved deceased members Muriel Meszaros and Betty Henderson-Jones from active rolls of 
CLPC. 

 Received a substantial bequest from Rebecca Potts estate.  This will be placed in a special fund and 
careful study and prayer by Support Team and Finance Committee for determination of the best uses of 
these funds to the glory of God. 

 One member of the Spanish Ministry Task Force became unable to serve, Task Force requested and 
was approved to replace this member with their choice of a qualified member from the Spanish               
congregation. 

 Approved keeping one worship service time at 10 AM until Oct 10 with Sunday School at 9 AM.     
Pastor Eddie requested to have some fully traditional and fully praise services to determine the bests 
methods to conduct these services.  Session approved Traditional Services Sept 12 and Oct 3 and Praise 
Services Sept 19 and Sept 26. 

 Received reports from ministry teams and Spanish Pastor and no business required Session approval. 
 Received report from Personnel Committee Chair Bob O’Neil about search for Director of Christian 

Education.  Carson Brown was nominated, examined by Session, and was found faithful, qualified, and 
willing to service.  Unanimously approved. 

 
Recitation of Mission Statement and dismissed with prayer. 
 
NOTE:  This month was listed all the routine things we do at every meeting just to inform everyone that 
we do things in the proper format and ritual.  If that is OK from now on, in the interest of conserving space, 
I will go back to just reporting accomplished business. 
 
RESPECTIVELY SUBMITTED:   
 
HAL SLUSHER, Ruling Elder 



Meet and Greet 
Your Church 

Family! 
 

Be an Usher/Greeter! Interested? Please 
call Steve Norris 614-284-0445 or  
Tony Brockelman 860-614-4639.  

It is EASY!!  

Men's Bible Study  
The Men of CLPC are  
holding a Bible Study every Mon-
day evening at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Chapel.  
Contact Bruno Mauer at  
brunojmauer@gmail.com with 
any questions. Feel free to come 
on by and join in on the fellowship.  

Women’s Evening Bible Study 
 

There will be an evening Bible study beginning in 
September. It will be held at church in Fellowship Hall 

at 7PM beginning on September 9th. This is a 
different study from the one the  
Presbyterian Women will begin in October.  
The study, Revelation: Extravagant Hope (by  
Margaret Feinberg) "draws on layers of symbols,  
unusual visions and strange imagery to gives glimpses 
into the heavenly realm and the future" quoted from 
the Beautiful Word Studies.  It is 
available through Amazon; for the 
book (15.99)or on Kindle (8.99).   
Please join us. 
Please contact Chris Giesecke to 
join the group. Her email is  
crallybernardes@gmail.com   
or phone her at 239-850-4927.  

Annual Session Retreat Recap  
  

SESSION RETREAT: The Session of CLPC met in love, service, and thanksgiving to do the 
work of our Lord at Covenant Presbyterian Church, Friday August 20 and Saturday August 21.  
Our purpose of the retreat was to prayerfully study the CLPC Mission Study which was finished in 
2020 but not addressed because of the pandemic.  Hopefully, this is one of many of this type of 
brainstorming sessions because right off we determined there was a lot of work to be done. 

The study addressed our Church from the beginnings till now.  There have been many changes in 
the demographics, attitudes, politics, culture, etc., so it is evident that the church must change also.  
The first change must be in our way of doing things.  What has worked in the past does not work 
now so we must change with the times.  Change is hard.  Change requires work.  Change may lead 
to loss in many ways.  What needs to be done and how do we do all of this?  We don’t know yet, 
but your Session is determined to do whatever is necessary to find out and make things happen.  
We cannot do this alone.  We will need much help.  

Two of the aspects of our Church that needs work is our relationships with each other and commu-
nications.  Therefore, we will start with these and go from there.  We will try to keep you in-
formed, no secrecy and complete transparency. Success is not possible without your help.  Don’t 
expect your Session to do it all.  Don’t wait for someone to ask you to help.  You know what you 
do best so put it to use. Stay tuned for further developments.  

Respectfully Submitted:  Hal Slusher 

mailto:brunojmauer@gmail.com
mailto:crallybernardes@gmail.com


Operation Christmas Child 
 

CLPC will be sponsoring Operation Christmas Child again this year. We 
will be collecting shoe box gifts to be sent to millions of children all over 
the world who would have no Christmas otherwise. It’s easy, start by 
picking up a pamphlet in the narthex or just: 
 

 Find an empty shoe box (standard size, please) or a small plastic container. You can wrap 
the box (lid separately), but wrapping is not required. 

 Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl, and the child's age category: 2-4,    
5-9, or 10-14. 

 Fill the box with a variety of gifts that will bring delight to a child--toys, school supplies, 
hygiene items. (No glass, liquids or war related items.) 

 In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your 
family. (If you include your name and address, the child may write back.) 

 Please donate $9 or more for each shoe box you prepare to help cover shipping and other 
project costs. 

 Place a rubber band around each shoe box and lid and drop off at the Church the week of 
November 14-21. 

  
We challenge you to get your neighborhood, your friends, and your families involved in this 
project. We’re starting on this project early to collect a record number this year.  Watch for 
more details to come. Join us in making a difference in a child’s life. 

 
 
 
 
 

Save the date: Sunday, September 19th at 9:00 am 
 

Join us for pancake breakfast and learn about fellowship and service opportunities at 
CLPC.  Many CLPC groups will be displaying a little about their purpose and projects.  
Some groups are featured in this newsletter, but many more are at work behind the 

scenes.  

We invite you to come to fellowship and Mark’s famous Pancake breakfast BEFORE 

10am service on Sunday, Sept 19 



Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Please come to church on Sunday, September 26 at 10 A.M. to join us in the blessing of our 
Prayer Shawls.  There are a group of ladies that knit and crochet these to be given out to folks 
in the hospital and home bound by Pastor Eddie, the Deacons and the Elders on their vis-
its.  Our group, Knit 1 – Pray 2 meet every Thursday from 12:30 P.M. to 2:30 P.M. in Room 2 
in the front building.  Come and join us.  If you do not know how to knit or crochet, we can 
teach you, and we also have fellowship.  Weekly attenders are: Mary Gisse, Sue Chanofsky, 
Pam Smith, Sandy Wharton, Jean Dodd, Betty Serra, Kay Slusher, and  
Matilda Wilson.  We hope to see you all there. 

 

What Clothes Closet is all about! 
 

CLPC is a member of the Clothes Closet Alliance which is housed at Faith United 
Methodist Church, 15690 McGregor Blvd. Fort Myers.  Our Board of Deacons co-

ordinate the Closet activities at CLPC and two of our Deacons serve on the multi-church alliance 
board. 
The Closet officially opened their doors in November 2007 at Faith United Methodist Church.  
More than 28,000 neighbors have been served and well over 300,000 items, not including shoes, 
under ware and accessories, have been given out over the years.  They also regularly distribute 
clothing to local nursing homes, infant support programs and low-income community development 
associations. The need is great right here in Lee County. 
 
The Clothes Closet provides clothing, shoes and accessories to men, women, teens, children and 
infants. They work in partnership with 75 social service agencies, schools and churches in Lee 
County.  Through referrals from agencies, churches and schools, they give free ready-to-wear 
clothing, shoes, and accessories to neighbors in need. This includes those who are homeless, 
those just out of prison or rehab looking for interview or work clothes. They help abused women 
and children who escaped with only the clothes on their back and those who have lost everything 
due to fire or flooding.  They are here for those who need a temporary helping hand.  Our church 
and Pantry also have vouchers to give to people in need of clothing. 
 
The Closet accepts clothing that is ready-to-wear…clean, neatly folded, like new, or new.  If you 
would proudly give your donation to a friend….then that is the sort of donation wanted for our 
neighbors.  Cash donations are appreciated as well.  They use donated monies to purchase new 
underwear and socks for adults and children.  School uniforms and tennis shoes are also bought 
for the beginning of each school season. Monetary donations may be made out & mailed to: Faith 
United Methodist Church Attn Clothes Closet 15690 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33908  
 
 The Clothes Closet looks like a store with new and gently worn items separated into 
"departments", sized, tagged and neatly hung on racks with dressing rooms and mirrors. The min-
istry's mission is to "Share God's love in the shape of clothing." 
You can leave your donations in the cart in our Narthex, the church office or drop them off at Faith 
UMC.  Donation drop off days at The Clothes Closet are on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays 
from 9am till noon, at a stand-alone building at the back of Faith UMC property. 



 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your  
Blood Donations! 

Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, August 8th, 2021 

Thank you for your  
blood donations! 

Terri Bergmann  
Larry Johnson 

 Christopher King 
Marietta Meacham 

Walter Otey 

 
 
 
 
 

CLPC You Are Invited to:  
 

Mark and Mary Gisse  
40th Wedding  
Anniversary  
Celebration  

 

October 2nd at 2pm  
 

in Sanctuary with Dessert and  
Refreshments to follow  

in Fellowship Hall.  
 

Please RSVP to:  
mandmgisse@yahoo.com  

before September 12th, 2021 

Veterans Day  
Presentation 

We Need Your Help 
Veterans Day will be celebrated 
this year on Sunday, November 

14, 2021. The Worship  
Committee would like to do a 

screen presentation of pictures of 
our Veterans who have served. 
To do this, we need your help! 

Please look for those  
Veterans’ pictures and bring 

them to the Church Office to be 
scanned or email them to  

office@clpc.us.  
We will return your Veteran’s  

picture and format  
the presentation with  

music for that Sunday morning. 
You have lots of notice to look 

for those pictures. We look     
forward to your help in  

completing this presentation  
honoring those who have served.  

Thank you in advance! 

Donate to CLPC with  
Purchasing SCRIP Cards! 

Make a contribution to the Church by shopping with 
gift cards for everyday purchases like food, clothing 
and entertainment.  Each scrip gift card you buy earns 
a rebate for the Church.  
A secured “order box” is located in the  
Narthex and also in the church office for  
placing orders.  A check payable to CLPC for the total 
must accompany the order.  Order forms are located in 
Slot # 16 in the Narthex and at the “Scrip Order Box-
es”.  You can also order online at 
www.shopwithscrip.com 
CLPC enrollment code: FLEEA33114573 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com


Cuba...It's Complicated  
 
I have heard from our partner church in Cuba and it is all good news. Hurricane 
Ida did not bring much damage to them. They are excited that the Covid-19 cas-

es are decreasing and that there is no longer a need to use the seminary buildings to help 
with the Pediatric Hospital. This also brings the good news that they will worship together 
on September 5th at El Redentor for the first time in many weeks. 
 
They send greetings to us and continue to pray for a healthy and prosperous world. 

Reach out to help neighbors in Haiti 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is providing emergency relief and 
short-term recovery in the impacted areas through our established local 
partners and in collaboration with ACT Alliance and its members. The PC
(USA), through PDA and together with regional World Mission colleagues, will remain ac-
tive throughout the entire recovery process, accompanying our partners in the area as they 
determine long-term program needs and providing financial support for rebuilding and re-
silience. 
The needs for the response will be great. God’s people are once again called on to stand in 
the "GAP" — Give. Act. Pray. 
 
GIVE. ACT. PRAY. 
 
GIVE: Gifts can be made online, by phone at (800) 872-3283, or by check, which can be 
mailed to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. 
ACT: Learn how you and your congregation can help families who have lost everything in 
the devastation. Stay informed and like us on Facebook, download resources and share up-
dates with your congregation. 
PRAY: As this earthquake continues to cause destruction and loss of life, please pray with 
us that the communities affected by this event and those offering assistance will be 
strengthened, have their needs met and be reminded of the hope found in God. 

PROJECT LINUS 
 

Next Meeting Monday, October 4th  
 
The place where you can make a blanket for a child in    

crises.  We will start to meet again in the fall on Monday, October 4th 
from 9:30 A.M. to about 11 A.M. in room #2 in the building out front.  
We need folks who can sew quilts, knit or crochet blankets, or make 
fleece blankets.  We can show you how!  Come join us or call Matilda 
Wilson at 239-489-3582 for more information.  

 
PW Bible Study 
The new PW Bible study 
will begin in October.   
 



PROJECT LINUS 
 

Next Meeting Monday, 
October 4th  

 
The place where you can make a 

blanket for a child in crises.  We will start to 
meet again in the fall on Monday, October 4th 
from 9:30 A.M. to about 11 A.M. in room #2 
in the building out front.  We need folks who 
can sew quilts, knit or crochet blankets, or 
make fleece blankets. We can show you how!  
Come join us or call Matilda Wilson at 239-
489-3582 for more information.  

PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY 
WHAT IS THE PRAYER CHAIN? 

 

Several church members are actively praying for anyone who desires prayer 
for themselves, family or friends living through life’s twists and turns.  In fact 
there are more than 70 members who receive email prayer requests and PRAY 
for each individual request. 
The prayer chain was created several years ago when a phone prayer chain was 

used to communicate prayer requests for members.  Now CLPC emails prayer requests.   
We are a supportive Christ centered family! 

 
HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OR INITIATE A REQUEST? 

You can be part of our Prayer Chain Ministry by contacting Pam Smith in person, by phone 
or email.  You can ask for prayers by contacting Pam, the Pastor, or office manager. 
Contact Pam at pamsophie1943@yahoo.com   or cell.  239-878-6511 
      Pastor Eddie at   eddie@CLPC.US  Office Manager, Katie at Katie@CLPC.US    

Scouts at CLPC having 
Fun and Enjoying what it 

means to be a Scout! 
 

Summer camp in North 
Carolina for our 2 scout 
troops  101 ( boys ) and 

1101 ( girls ) 

mailto:pamsophie1943@yahoo.com
mailto:eddie@CLPC.US
mailto:katie@CLPC.US


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  1 

8am Carvers (FH) 

9am-1:30pm Rug 

Hookers 

2-6pm SuperKids 

(FH/Chapel) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

2 

7-9am BNI (CR) 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

6:30am Stephen 

Ministry (Zoom) 

7pm Christian Ed 

Team Meeting 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

 

10 am  

Communion  

Sunday  

6 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group (Chapel) 

6-9:30pm  

Harmonizers (FH) 

7 

11am Mission 

Team Meeting 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

 

6pm Bells 

7pm Worship Team 

Meeting 

8 

8am Carvers (FH) 

9am-1:30pm Rug 

Hookers (CR) 

2-6pm SuperKids 

(FH/Chapel) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

9 

 

7-9am BNI (CR) 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

10 

 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

11 

12 

 

Spanish Lunch 

12:30-2pm (FH) 

13 

 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group (Chapel) 

6-9:30pm  

Harmonizers (FH) 

14 

 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 
 

6pm Bells 
 

7pm Support Team 

Meeting 

15 

8am Carvers (FH) 

9am-1:30pm Rug 

Hookers (CR) 

2-6pm SuperKids 

(FH/Chapel) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

16 

7-9am BNI (CR) 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

6:30 am Stephen 

Ministry (Zoom) 

17 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

18 

19 

Rally Day– 9am 

(FH) 

20 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 
 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group (Chapel) 
 

6-9:30pm  

Harmonizers (FH) 

 

21 

 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

 

 

6pm Bells 

 

 

22 

8am Carvers (FH) 

9am-1:30pm Rug 

Hookers (CR) 

2-6pm SuperKids 

(FH/Chapel) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

23 

 

7-9am BNI (CR) 

 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

24 

 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

25 

 

10am-4pm 

Sewing Guild-CR 

26 27 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 
 

6:30-8pm Men’s 

Group (Chapel) 
 

6-9:30pm  

Harmonizers (FH) 

28 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 
 

6pm Bells 
 

7pm Session  

Meeting 

 

29 

8am Carvers (FH) 

9am-1:30pm Rug 

Hookers (CR) 

2-6pm SuperKids 

(FH/Chapel) 

7pm Choir 

7-8pm Scouts 

(Chapel) 

30 

7-9am BNI (CR) 
 

12:30-2:30pm 

Knit1-Pray2 
 

2:30-6pm 

SuperKids (FH/

Chapel) 

 

 

2021 



  

 

 

 

CLPC STAFF 
 
Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church 
8260 Cypress Lake Drive 
Fort Myers, FL  33919 
Phone: (239) 481-3233 
Fax:   (239) 481-5198 
E-mail:  mail@clpc.us 
Web site: www.clpc.us 
 
Pastor 
Rev. Eddie Bellis  
eddie@clpc.us 
 
Pastor 
Spanish Ministry 
Rev. Joel Ajo-Fernandez 
joel@clpc.us 
 
Director of  Traditional Worship  
Rachel Carrier 
rachel@clpc.us 
 
Church Musician (pianist/organist)  

Jonathan Gil 
jonathan@clpc.us 
 
Praise Team Leader 
John Ferris 
john@clpc.us 
 
Director of Christian Education 
Vacant 
 
Parish Nurse 
Vacant 
 
CLPC Office Manager 
Katie Gayle 
office@clpc.us 
 
Clerk of Session 
Gordon Coffman 
 
Presbyterian Women Moderator 
Beth Watson 
 
Moderator of the Deacons 
Jim Sharpe 
 
Church Office Hours  
Monday-Thursday 9:00-3:00P.M. 

Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully reach out to the community and the world in faith-
ful love and service as we mature in Discipleship and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

2nd Michael & Jeannette Scullion 

2nd Hawley & Joyce Botchford 

10th Gavin & Hannah Dougherty 

28th Jim & Leah Barfoot 

29th John & Myra Harris 

29th Alberto Reyes & Elena Garcia 

1st Tyler Hill Jr 

1st Karen Clifford 

2nd Marietta Meacham 

7th Cynthia Basler 

10th Leslie McGargle 

11th Eleanor Bartoe 

12th Steven Bishop 

12th John Farman 

13th Cheryl Wolbert 

16th Juan Albarran 

16th Diego Albarran 

19th James Wilson 

24th Judy Schulte 

25th Martha Bough 

29th Audrey Renn 

29th Jaime Hill 

30th Shaiel Tovar 


