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Letters from the Staff
PASTOR EDDIE BELLIS
To my friends of Cypress Lake Presbyterian and Chapel By The Sea: my chiropractor suggested that I learn
yoga to help my posture and my ongoing feet problems. As I was flipping through the channels on Youtube,
I came across a woman named Adrienne who described how yoga changed her life. One idea from her
lesson struck me, and it was a certain position. The pose is known as the “Mountain Pose.” Sounds
impressive, right? But in truth it is simple and rather boring. Imagine just standing straight up tall with our
feet together and your hands resting in “prayer position” in front of your sternum. She encouraged her
viewers to stand in that pose for several minutes at the beginning and end of each class. At first, I was
frustrated. I was not watching this video to just stand still! But she kept reminding me and all her viewers
that we needed to take these moments to establish a home base by feeling every muscle of our feet on the
ground, to align every vertebra in our spines, to find stability in being deeply rooted. After her class, I
realized she was right; establishing a strong mountain pose made it possible – and maybe easier – to move
into all the challenging poses that followed. At CLPC, we seek to be grounded, growing, and generous
followers of Jesus Christ. We are beginning the new year and the following pages seek to ground us in the
God we encounter in Jesus Christ, ground us in our scriptures, ground us in our traditions, ground us in our
identity as children of God. In the pages that follow, you will find lots of opportunities to stay grounded. I
suspect each of you have things you do that ground you, whether it’s a prayer or meditation practice, a
group of close friends that check on each other, a commitment to family dinners, or the discipline of an
exercise routine (we do live in SW Florida). How do you get and stay grounded? What in your life gives you a
sense of stability when things get tough? I’d love to hear.

PASTOR MODESTO DIAZ
Joy and gratitude are fully expressed, these 6 months at Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church. Joy, in each
meeting with the staff, and other ministries of the local church, as well as the services in English and
Spanish in which I have led and participated. Gratitude, for the warm welcome from the congregation and
especially from Pastor Eddie, Carson, Katie, Rachel, Jonathan, Pastor Jim and many other leaders of the
church in general. On Sunday, February 12, 2023 at 11 AM, the Spanish-speaking congregation will be
celebrating its tenth anniversary. We extend a cordial invitation to celebrate it together, it will be a
pleasure to have your presence. Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church, once again, thank you for being an
immense blessing to me and my family in 35 years of pastoral ministry.

KATIE GAYLE
Happy New Year to all of CLPC and Chapel by the Sea. The Office Team at the front desk has been a huge
help over this past year in keeping the office running smoothly and helping in any way they can. I look
forward to this upcoming year of many more projects, bulletins, phone calls, and miscellaneous things to do
around the office and having such a great team here to help. You all are incredible and I am so thankful to
be able to work with you every day.  

CARSON BROWN
Happy new year! As I prepare to step into the next chapter of life, all likelihood, 2023 will be my last year
on staff with you. Especially across the past year, I've been so appreciative for your trust in me to take you
on adventures into exciting books, themes, and topics. We've visited the world of gang rehabilitation,
posited what heaven is like, and gone on the road with a Christian comedian. Now, as we enter a new year,
I'd like to ask you to emerge from your comfort zones once more with me, as we attempt to push the limits
of what "Christian education" can be, even further. In 2022, we understood God's work by reading stories
of other Christians seeking to do it; in 2023, we create our own stories of faith, love, and service. We've
prepared a slate of programs to kick off a year of discovery and wonder that will seek to strengthen our
faith, expand our understandings, and create new opportunities to build up our lives in service to Jesus.
Beginning this month, we'll journey into complex philosophy, engage in meaningful dialogue about taboo
topics in the church, and show up for classes without knowing what they're about. If you bring a mind
excited to be challenged and a heart seeking to be filled, we'll do our best this new year to help both
become reality. Thank you for stepping into this new year and new adventure with us.



New Directory Photos
Time to smile! A lot of faces have changed since our last pictorial directory in 2019. We'll be
completing a new one in-house, meaning everyone who would like to be included will need to sit for
pictures. Photos taken in 2019 will not carry over. 10 minute sessions will be scheduled for the
weekend of January 19-22 at Cypress Lake. The directories will be free; a love offering to help cover
costs will be taken.

A favorite CLPC tradition has returned! Get ready to enjoy some time of great eats and fellowship
with your church. More information will be published in March.

January 19-22

Annual Church Picnic March 19 at 11 AM

Our showing of over 400 kids at last year's Trunk or Treat has us pumped for our first community-
wide family event of 2023! Come join us for an exciting morning of fun, food, and festivities to
celebrate Easter and Springtime at CLPC. This event is free to all, and there will be something for
everyone. Invite your friends!

Easter Egg HuntApril 1 at 10 AM

Around the Church this Spring

Bring all of your blankets and a smile for this annual event sponsored by the Project Linus Blanket
team. Cookies and drinks will be available. You don't need to be involved in Project Linus or
Presbyterian Women to come support and attend! For more information, contact Matilda Wilson at
239.489.3582

Project Linus MAKE 
A Difference DayJanuary 21 at 9 AM

Our Spanish ministry is turning ten years old! With great thanks for God's ministry to our Spanish-
speaking community, plan to join us for worship, lunch, and more on February 12 at CLPC!

IGLESIA TEN YEAR ANNIVERSARYFebruary 12

Church members and friends are invited to come out and watch the Everblades Ice Hockey team play
the Orlando Polar Bears at Hertz Arena on Friday night! We'll all sit together in the center section to
cheer on the Blades. Tickets are $25.00 each and they will include a baseball hat to remember the
night. Sign up with Jim Wilson and make a cash deposit to reserve your tickets; they will be
distributed two weeks before the game. Parking is $15 so carpooling is recommended. Contact Jim
at jamesww551@aol.com for more information. GO BLADES!

Hockey Night February 10 at 7:30 PM



WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYSWONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS
THIS SPRING AT CLPCTHIS SPRING AT CLPC

Wednesday night dinners will continue at 5:15 PM, January 11 through April 5. Following dinner, join
us for some exciting 6:00 PM studies. Each study will conclude by 7:00 PM. All are welcome for
these times of conversation.

The Speakeasy Series
February 1, 8, 15 | with Carson Brown

Why does it feel wrong to discuss certain topics within the church? Sex, politics, alcohol - these might
be off limits at the Thanksgiving table, but they are part of the foundation of life, things that shape us
into who we are and what we believe. Plus, religion intertwines with all of them. Join Carson Brown in
this original class to unpack the uncomfortable, taboo, and touchy subjects that we don't like to
discuss at church. Learn the different perspectives that shape our beliefs, and discover that we really
have a lot more in common with one another than we think, and that it's also okay when we don't.
There is no book for this class.

Lent Lectures: Teacher's Choice
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 | with various presenters

Engage your heart through this original Lenten lecture series, featuring six pastors and teachers from
our congregation who have each selected a random topic of interest to them. These topics will not be
revealed in advance, adding to the mystery of each class. Hear about different aspects of spirituality
and Christian living from a variety of perspectives, and discover the diversity of thought and
experiences that makes Lent such a meaningful time for conversation. A full list of presenters will be
revealed in February. There is no book for this series.

Anxious for Nothing by Max Lucado
January 11, 18, 25 | with Pastor Eddie

Our world is full of things that make us anxious - a tense economy, continued
hurricane recovery, and our own personal struggles and challenges, to name a
few. Whether you find anxiety to be a constant companion or an occasional visitor
in your head, there's no time like the present to let God help you win the war on
worry and start living a life full of calm. Join Pastor Eddie on this journey with Max
Lucado in an exploration of Philippians 4:6-7: "do not be anxious about anything,
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."

Ash Wednesday
February 22

Join us for dinner followed by a worship together in the sanctuary. No class will be offered.



Pastor Eddie's Book Club

If you’re anything like Pastor Eddie, you love to read. Join him for a discussion on a new book
each month with stories, spanning real to fictional, that inspire us today. Grab the book, read
it, and get ready for an exciting discussion on the fourth Monday of each month. You'll want to
note a special study on October 24, as we read the memoir of CLPC's own Lee Bomgaars and
have a conversation with the author. All books can be purchased on Amazon.

Fourth Monday at 11 AM

The Blue Zones: 9 Lessons 
for Living Longer
by Dan Buettner

January 23

Before We Were Yours
by Lisa Wingate

February 27

Hallelujah Anyway:
Rediscovering Mercy

by Anne Lamont
March 20

Pastor Eddie's Theater and Theology

Art may reflect life, but life also reflects art! As Christians, we believe the creative impulse
comes from our Creator. People are made in God’s image and the likeness of God himself is
the Master storyteller. Theater and Theology is just one way we can engage culture and
recognize that art and entertainment are not mindless. Directly or indirectly, it speaks volumes
about our lives, our spirituality, and even about our view of God. Join Pastor Eddie at the
movies followed by a short discussion on the dates below.

Fourth Monday at 1 PM

Wall-E
January 23

Gifted (2017)
February 27

The Apostle
March 20

Men's Group

Calling all men of CLPC: help us reinvent our men's group! We're launching new discussions
about how we can be effective and purposeful servants of Christ and our church through our
study, fellowship, and service together. We’d love for you to be a part of this community of
men, seeking to grow as intentional disciples, especially as we determine a new meeting day
and time. Join us for our first meeting of 2023 on January 9 at 7 PM in the chapel. If you've
been thinking about participating with the men's group before, now is a perfect time to start!
Contact Lee Bomgaars at lrb606@aol.com for more information.

New date and time TBD



Carson's Spring class:

The core of our religion is based on faith, but sometimes our human minds seek more than
just blind belief. Scholars have long been concerned with the mind's relation to reality. Do we
really know things? And if we do, how and why do we know things? Epistemology is the
philosophical theory of knowledge, a discipline that seeks to answer the question, "how do we
know what we know?" Join Carson for a breakdown of Christian epistemology, as we explore
our faith through the lens of concepts like belief, justification, and evidence. Together, we'll
put complex theological topics in shockingly simple terms, seeking to understand new depths
of our faith together when juxtaposed with reason. Step into the wonder, beauty, and depth of
God's creation and love. Discover new theological concepts in relatable terms, and learn how
these deeper questions of faith can help us strengthen ours. There is no book for this class.

Monday evenings beginning January 23 at 6:30 PM; five weeks
"How?"

Sharing Our Stories Series

The Sharing Our Stories Series returned for its second season in November and will continue
into 2023 featuring four more unique stories through April. This series presents an
opportunity to hear the unique life experiences that have shaped members and friends of our
congregation, and get a glimpse into their stories. This year, we're excited to be showcasing
stories that accentuate our season themes - love, friendship, and living. Come listen as these
stories come alive. Our guiding Scripture comes from Proverbs 27:19, "as water reflects the
face, so one’s life reflects the heart". All events are at 7 PM.

Thursday, January 26: Millie Poland
Monday, February 20: Joyce & Hawley Botchford
Monday, March 27: Sandy Wharton

our hearts  reflect You | 2022-2023 season

Our staff is responsible for the creation, administration, and implementation of ideas that seek to
further our church’s goal to strive to live Jesus’ charge to love one another and lead others into a
growing relationship with God. Here you’ll find their names, email addresses, and the times you can
find them in the office. Our office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 AM to 3 PM.

Eddie Bellis, Senior Pastor | eddie@clpc.us | Mondays-Thursdays
Modesto Diaz, Pastor for Spanish Ministries | modesto@clpc.us | Tuesday mornings, by appointment
Katie Gayle, Office Manager | office@clpc.us | Mondays-Thursdays
Chris Pellant, Director of Praise Worship | chris@clpc.us | by appointment
Carson Brown, Director of Christian Education | carson@clpc.us | Monday-Thursday mornings

Staff Leadership at CLPC



Sunday, January 29, 2023 | 4 PM
The CMP Jazz Trio 

Sunday, February 26, 2023 | 4 PM
Daniela Shtereva

Sunday, April 30, 2023 | 4 PM
Kayley Bishop

This young trifecta of spectacular performers is sure
to get your toes tapping to classic and modern jazz.
The group includes Camryn Cole, soloist; Mason Hunn,
pianist; and Piper Kemmerer, bass and vocalist.

A member of the Hyacinth Concert Series and Naples
Symphony Orchestra, this violinist, joined by her
cello accompanist Antonio Innaimo, will transport
you through time to classical numbers past and
present with great style.

CLPC's very own - and alumna of NBC's The Voice -
shares her testimony and journey with Christ through
the music industry and performs a selection from her
country catalog to close out our season.

Cypress Lake Presbyterian
Church Concert Series

TICKETS $10 | AVAILABLE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS, IN
CHURCH OFFICE, AND VIA WWW.CLPC.US

Our elected leaders steer our church toward living our mission and vision statements into action every
day. Our elders are listed below by the ministry team on which they serve. Our teams are always
looking for interested members to serve, and, in doing so, help lead our church and its key functions.
To learn more about these teams or how to join one, contact an elder or Pastor Eddie.

 

Teaching Elders - Rev. Eddie Bellis, Rev. Modesto Diaz | Clerk of Session - Gordon Coffman;
Nick LoPresti, Bill Stevens (Support); Chris Giesecke, Hal Slusher (Mission); Hawley Botchford, Keith

Schneider (Fellowship); Steve Norris, Bari O'Neill, Betsy Howlett (Christian Education); Christina
Johnson, Chris King (Worship)

Session



WOMEN'S EVENTS

Women's Morning Bible/
Book Study on 

Tuesday, January 10th
at 9:30 a.m. in Rooms 2&3. 

Two Lessons - 6 and 7 Sabbath and
Hospitality & Sabbath and Self-Care. 

We hope to see you there - 
Happy New Year to All!!! 
*Note the Time Change

at CLPC

Spring Craft Bazaar

PW Fashion
Show 
& Tea

March 11th  from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall

Come check out hand made crafts
done by some of your very own 

CLPC members. 
Support your local vendors and 

friends.  

March 4th at 10:30 a.m.
Come out for fun and

fellowship with a fun Alice in
Wonderland Theme and

modeling of some fun new
clothes by fellow PW and

friends. 
*Clothes provided by Anthony's 

CLPC PW
Annual

Gathering 

April 22nd at
10:30 a.m.

in Fellowship Hall
 

*Please contact Beth
Watson with any

questions. 

Peace River Presbyterian Women
Annual Meeting and Spring Retreat

March 20th
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

at Siesta Key Chapel
Siesta Key Florida

Women's Evening Bible/Book Study:
They are studying Having a Mary Heart
in a Martha World which is a 12 session

study by Joanna Weaver. The group
meets on the 3rd Thursday night of
each month in the Library at 6 p.m. 



Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous person is powerful and effective. – James 5:16

As we enter this New Year with all its possibilities and promises, I am reminded of Jesus’ statements in John about
his being the Bread of Life. I am not a master bread maker, but I am a master at eating it. In my life, I have known at
least two wonderful bakers who make excellent bread. Both bakers are quite skilled in the craft, and on several
occasions, I watched them excel in their work. On the surface, I noted the process of bread making seems so
simple. Throw together some flour, a little water, a dash of salt, a little yeast, and bake it in the oven for just the
right amount of time and voila! Out pops a golden loaf of melt-in-your-mouth perfection.

Yet in watching them, I discovered what any good baker will tell you. Making bread is not that easy. For, bread is
more than ingredients. Every new batch of dough is alive. That fourth ingredient – yeast – is the catalyst that brings
the bread to life. Depending on what type of bread is desired, the baker will put together the ingredients, and then
knead and shape that dough in different ways. But each batch needs the yeast to give it life.

As we approach this new year, I want us to think about prayer and particularly our earnest prayers which the writer
of James wants us to do. Like making bread, the ingredients of prayer don’t have to be complicated or wordy.
Simple water, flour, and salt prayers are powerful once God kneads and shapes, and it is the Holy Spirit that adds
the living yeast. Our job is two-fold. First, we need to be active in making our prayers. Second, we need to be
patient and wait for the great baker to open the oven door to deliver the daily bread the Baker has promised us. 

Also, in our text we read that James encourages us to remember Elijah and how in his life he lived during a dark
time in Israel’s history. King Ahab was a bad king who went after idols and worshipped Baal. Elijah called for a
showdown: the true God of Israel verses the false god of the pagans. Elijah was confident in his attack against the
prophets of Baal on behalf of the God of Israel. Why confident? Because he had prayed.

In this showdown, the true God was the one who answered the challenge and sent fire from heaven. This God
would be declared the true God. So, the prophets of Baal prayed, pleaded, and cut themselves with fervent
devotion. But there was no answer. Elijah taunted them, and then took his turn.

When Elijah prayed in confidence to the true God and asked for an answer in a way that would show the people
God was the only true Lord, God answered Elijah’s fervent prayer. Notice something curious though. In Elijah’s
prayer, he prayed and left the rest in God’s hands. What do we learn from Elijah’s example?

In his prayer, we see that God delighted in hearing Elijah’s prayer. Nine centuries later, James used the prayers of
Elijah as a model: “When a believing person prays, great things happen. Elijah was a human being like us. He
prayed that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years! Then Elijah prayed again,
and the rain came down from the sky, and the land produced crops again” (James 5:16-18 NCV).

God delights in hearing our prayers. Why would our prayers matter? Why would God listen to our ideas? Simple.
Your prayers matter to God because YOU matter to God. You aren’t just anybody. You are God’s child.

In this New Year, consider fervent prayer as a first step into this new season. For God delighted in Elijah’s prayer
and answered it. In turn we see that God delights in you, and God will answer your prayers as well. 

Let us pray.

O merciful God, we are grateful for the faithfulness of your people. Each of us have different functions and skills
yet each is important to the body and its health. May we continue to grow in hope, share in love, and work in faith.
In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

Shalom,
Edward (Eddie) Bellis, Pastor

Pastor Eddie's Message



Happy Anniversary

Happy Birthday

CLPC STAFF
 
Cypress Lake Presbyterian
Church
8260 Cypress Lake Drive
Fort Myers, FL 33919
Phone: (239) 481-3233
E-mail: office@clpc.us
Web site: www.clpc.us
 
Pastor
Rev. Eddie Bellis 
eddie@clpc.us

Spanish Pastor 
Modesto Diaz
modesto@clpc.us
 
Director of Christian Education
Carson Brown
carson@clpc.us
 
CLPC Office Manager
Katie Gayle
office@clpc.us
 
Clerk of Session
Gordon Coffman
 
Presbyterian Women
Moderator
Beth Watson
 
Moderator of the Deacons
Mary Gisse
 
Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9:00-
3:00P.M.
 
Editor’s Note: Some articles
may be edited for space. 8th - Bob & Bari O'Neill     

14th - Tony & Ann Brockelman       

15th - Tony & Sharon Bright

15th - Alberto Gomez & Tamara Perez

21st - Ken & Cheryl Wolbert
 

4th - Connie Hope
6th - Sandie Sneed
7th - Richard Meacham
7th - Ann Sims
8th - Sharon Werner
9th - Sam McGargle
9th - Jacob Wolbert
10th - Darlene Harshbarger
10th - Wendy Osborne
10th - Pam Darst
11th - Genevieve Witney
12th - Mary Jung
12th - Samantha Santiago
13th - Harold Gerhardt
15th - Mary Katherine Gisse
15th - John Harris
16th - David Radcliff
17th - Kay Slusher
18th - Carolyn Hornung
18th - Brett Pappalardo
20th - Ana Agama
23rd - Elizabeth Schaarschuch
25th - Connie LoPresti
25th - James Sharpe
31st - Mildred Poland



Cypress Lake
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Spring into a 
new adventure at

Worship
Sundays: 9 AM Praise Service, 11 AM Traditional Service

February 22: Ash Wednesday service | 7 PM
April 6: Maundy Thursday meal and service | 6 PM

April 7: Good Friday service at 5 PM
April 9: Easter sunrise 7 AM + normal service schedule

Anxious for Nothing
with Pastor Eddie

January 11-25
The Speakeasy Series 

with Carson Brown
February 1-15

Wednesday Nights
dinners begin at 5:15 PM, 

studies begin at 6 PM

Lent Lectures
with various presenters

March 1-April 5

NEW DIRECTORY
PHOTOSHOOT

January 19-22 | various times

EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday, April 1 | 10 AM

CLPC HOCKEY NIGHT
Friday, February 10 | 7:30 PM

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, March 19 | after worship

Special Events Happening Around Your Church

CARSON'S
SPRING CLASS:

Monday evenings beginning January
23 at 6:30 PM (five weeks); no book

"How?"

PASTOR EDDIE'S BOOK CLUB

Jan. 23 | The Blue Zones: 9 Lessons for Living Longer by Dan Buettner

All at 11 AM in the chapel

Feb. 27 | Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate

March 20 | Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy by Anne Lamont

January 23 | Wall-E
February 27 | Gifted

March 20 | The Apostle

THEATER AND
THEOLOGY

All at 1 PM in the chapel

CLPC Concert Series
JANUARY 29
FEBRUARY 26
APRIL 30

all events 
4 PM

Tickets $10

Sharing Our Stories
Thursday, Jan. 26: Millie Poland

Monday, Feb. 20: Joyce & Hawley Botchford
Monday, March 27: Sandy Wharton

all events
7 PM

IGLESIA PRESBITERIANA
TEN YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Sunday, February 12 | 11 AM

PW SPRING BAZAAR
Saturday, March 11 | 9 AM


